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Stepping into the Unknown and Finding 

Home 

 
Times of transition and uncertainty tend to trigger a 
response emotionally, spiritually, and even physically. 
Following on the heels of a beloved and long tenured 
minister can be daunting, especially since so much of 
how ministers serve is relational. Mixed in with the ea-
ger anticipation of stepping into the campus ministry 
position, I also experienced fear and trepidation. The 
change in schedules, climates and locality certainly 
challenged me to look anew at my personal meditative 
and spiritual practices. Do dreamed expectations meet 
up with the cold reality of life? 
 
In the chaos of the first few days, surrounded by 
countless boxes and unknown streets and paths, I 
found myself settling into new routines and friendships. The growing periphery of the known 
began pushing back and illuminating the unknown. Soon my meditation time had found a re-
newed rhythm. The trees on the innumerable paths in Corvallis morph into the columns sup-
porting the sky in my new home; green sanctuaries teaming with life; birds and beasts ringing 
out the hymns of community. It is well with my soul in this new-found home. 
 
As the fall term accelerates, WestM is filled with many people stepping into the unknown. New 
students transplanted from the deep south. Old students taking new classes or exploring new 
majors. Recent alumni reconnecting with us in new ways. A reshuffling of the deck regarding 
employees at key positions at OSU. Each change comes with a unique set of circumstances. Our 
challenge is to provide the space, the time and the radical hospitality where students, faculty, 
and staff can experience home, grow into community, and lean upon resilience as they navigate 
their emotions, their spiritual inclinations, and their physical wellbeing. 
 
We are off to a good start. Community is forming and reforming as students gather around our 
weekly midweek meal. Questions are being explored in weekly spiritual discussions. Lungs are 
being filled and emptied each week as we hike in the trails in and around Corvallis. People are 
joining in community as provide meals at the Stone Soup meal site. 
 
The challenge for all of us as we face uncertain times is, What are you doing to find home and 
create home? 
 
Blessings and Peace, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rob Kirby 

 

Westminster House  

541-753-2242 

osuwestm@gmail.com 

www.osuwestm.org 



 

This Old House 

 

One of the first things people encounter and 
comment upon at WestM is our lovely Tudor 
style building. We offer an oasis of calm tucked 
into butterfly friendly landscaping. As home-
owners of older properties know, that doesn’t 
just happen. It takes ongoing repairs and major 
renovations to this old house. Coming out of a 
season of completing major updates from roofs 
to windows, most of the work in the last six 
months has been upkeep, fresh paint, cleaned 
carpeting, caulked timbers and repairs. The ma-
jor project this fall was updating the lighting in 
the McLean room with new, bright energy effi-
cient LED lights, new spotlights over the fire-
place, and a much better wiring scheme for the 
ceiling fans that will help us better regulate our 
temperature. Of this $6,000+ project, over half 
of it was funded by an anonymous and gener-
ous donor. Dedicated gifts to this and other 
building related projects are always welcome. 

Some ways to partner in ministry with United Campus Ministry at WestM 

 
Prayer: While our understandings around prayer may differ, prayer is always welcome.  See  
https://osuwestm.wordpress.com/support/ for a list of potential prayers you can offer on our behalf. 
 
Cookies: Your home baked goodies help our place feel like home. 
 
Tea: We always keep a kettle on to welcome our guests. Individually wrapped tea bags or loose leaf tea are 
welcome donations. 
 
Financial Giving: A wonderfully versatile way to support us is through financial gifts. 
 
Planned Giving:  Representatives from WestM would be happy to speak with you about ways to include 
our vital ministry as a part of your bequest, annuity, or trust. 
 
Make a Joyful Noise Choir Concert: Invite your friends and neighbors and join in this annual event! 

Giving to WestM 
 

We are grateful for your support.  Please make checks payable to  
 

United Campus Ministry 
 

Credit or debit card donations can be processed by using the enclosed envelope or calling our office  
(541-753-2242).  We can also assist in setting up recurring donations.   

All contributions are tax deductible to the extent permitted by law. 
 

Westminster House Staff 
Rob Kirby, Campus Pastor   rob.kirby.osu@gmail.com   Office Manager osuwestm@gmail.com 



WestM Program and Ministry Update 

 

Spiritual Life at Oregon State University 
In addition to representing our four partner de-
nominations, WestM plays a central role in con-
necting and celebrating the many spiritual life 
traditions at OSU. This has included serving on 
the leadership team for this campus wide um-
brella group, tabling at the graduate student ori-
entation, hosting team meetings at WestM, part-
nering with Hillel for Sabbath gatherings, and 
sharing facilities with the Mennonite Fellowship. 
 
Midweek Dinner 
Few things build community better than joining 
in a family meal. We do this each Wednesday 
evening as we quite literally break bread togeth-
er. Some students come early to help with final 
preparations, others stay late to clean up, but 
everyone is welcomed as family. 
 
Midweek Spiritual Discussion 
As the chill of the evening air sits in, we settle into the warm cushy couches in the student lounge to share 
our week, the good, the bad and occasionally the ugly. We’ve tackle spirited discussions on a range of is-
sues from The Divine in Nature to Hospitality Lived. 
 
Exploring Nature 
A group of WestM members have been going on short local hikes each Sunday afternoon, exploring the in-
credible trails and vistas right in our backyard. For students new to the area it is a great introduction to Ore-
gonian life. For the rest of the group, it serves as a time to connect and reconnect. 
 
Labyrinth 
On the first Monday of each month, WestM sets up our student painted Labyrinth in the Memorial Union, 
inviting community members to participate in a meditative journey to the center and back. It is a great way 
to engage persons from variety of spiritual backgrounds in a grounding experience. 
 
Stone Soup 
We had  a wonderful group of undergraduate and graduate students volunteer at for our twice a month 
meal preparation and service. Not only is it a great way to serve, it is also a powerful way to expand our 
understanding of being in community together. 
 
Apple Picking and Cider Pressing 
It is challenging to express just how wonderful of an experience it is to pull out the “well seasoned” cider 
press at Judy and Jim Juntunen’s farm to press freshly picked apples into the most delicious apple cider. 
Students were quite literally squealing with joy.  
 
Upcoming Events 
November 3—4 Fall Student Retreat 
November 5  Make A Joyful Noise Choir Concert and Fundraiser 
December 4  Finals Week Pancake Feed 

 In other news, we bid farewell to our office manager Rae  
Sidlauskas as she transitions more fully into the counselling field. While it is a 
good move for her, she will be sorely missed. Her warm smile and attention 
to a vast array of details helps make WestM the welcoming place that it is. 
We have been in the process of reviewing a wonderful pool of applicants for 
her position and she has agreed to stay on to help train up the new office 
manager. 
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