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One of the interesting challenges of ministry with college students is that, from the moment 
I/we connect with a student, the work that is set before us is that of preparing to say good-
bye.  By “prepare” I mean everything that we do in walking alongside that student, both as 
an individual as well as a participant in an intentional community, to support their growth, 
their maturing.  By “say goodbye” I mean that the goal for our relationship is to help them 
prepare to launch forth after graduation into a new stage in his or her life. This often entails 
a change in geographic location 
that changes our day-to-day con-
nection and relationship with one 
another.  In-as-much-as our walk 
together has gone well, the act of 
saying goodbye is one filled with 
hope.  Such is our journey of faith. 
 
Our journey with students is one of 
rebuilding a community of faith 
every year or two.  It is a dynamic 
process in that some students en-
gage with our ministry when they 
arrive on campus (a few do so).  
Others connect in their own time 
when they have adequately sorted 
through some of their questions, 
their priorities, their need for a community of belonging, their willingness to make a commit-
ment to such a community.  When I started in this campus ministry position over 17 years 
ago, I was concerned that I needed to connect with and engage new students within their 
first couple of weeks on campus.  To not do so seemed to threaten the opportunity for ever 
connecting with them.  I have learned to trust that they will connect in their own time and 
that will be the “right time” in that they are ready.  Our goal is to be ready in turn with a 
warm, trustworthy welcome when they arrive – welcoming them from wherever they have 
been on their journey of becoming. 
 
As I write this, we are in the afterglow of graduation exercises.  It is kind of a bittersweet 
time:  We have arrived at that time and process of saying goodbye to our graduating sen-
iors.  I have come to trust through experience that spring term brings our greatest level of 
participation (numerically) in our regular ministry activities.  And there is something about 
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the thick of saying goodbye, we are also offering a welcome.  This spring was like others in that we 
had some new students dive in head first (as in engaging and committing to community).  So we 
have both a “Huh?” and a “Hallelujah!” as we live into the mystery of God’s ways in the world.  With 
this article are some pictures: me with some of our graduating seniors (we had a record year with 
over 15 graduates from our ministry!) and some pictures of WestM Student Council officers “passing 
the torch” to new officers – including at least one who dove in head first and now has his head far 
enough above water to make a commitment to leadership supporting this community of faith. 
 
I offer a “hallelujah!” and a “thank you!” for all of your support and gifts which provide us the privi-
lege of offering a “trustworthy welcome” that grows into our walking alongside these growing young 
adults long enough to say “goodbye” with hope.   
 
 
Shalom, 

  

 

 

Timothy 

 

 
 
 
 

How many times, O Lord? 
It was an all-too-familiar sight – that of water pooling and dripping down from the ceiling of the 
front living room at WestM.  Familiar because this would mark the fourth time in my ministry here 
that I have encountered this in the same area of the ceiling – all evidence of various aspects  of the 
aging plumbing in this old house.  This time the culprit was leaking shower and deteriorating drain/
waste plumbing from the student apartment on the upper level of the building.  It was clear that it 
was time to replace all the waste plumbing from that level.  The process would also lead to remodel-
ing of one of the restrooms due to changes in plumbing code.  The good news was two-fold:  A 
timely grant from the Presbytery of the Cascades (the owners of the building) provided money 
to support the updated plumbing while skilled volunteer labor and donated materials from our Cor-
vallis Mennonite Fellowship friends provided the repair of walls and ceilings and the remodeling 
of the restroom.  The grant from the Presbytery will also help us with new carpeting (glue-down 
commercial grade) in the McLean Room, new tables for the McLean Room (with a matching gift 
from the Mennonites), and new sofas for the living room and student lounge areas to provide a 
more welcoming space for our guests.  We give thanks for these gifts which are both timely and 
generous resulting in a version of the multiplying of the loaves and fishes. 
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Thanks to these persons and groups who have supported our ministry over the past year 
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Thanks also to those individuals 
who  contribute  through their 

church offerings.  We may lack a 
record of your giving, but our 
gratitude is not diminished. 



Sonja Michelsen Reflections 
 At a Wednesday night Student Gathering this spring, Tim invited all of the students to write a list of 
wisdom/advice they would offer their younger selves at the beginning of their college lives. Although I was a 
graduating senior, a prime audience for this type of activity, I wasn’t able to attend. So, I have written my 
own list and I’d like to share some wisdom here.  Things I would tell four-year-younger-Sonja: 
·        There is no “right” path. The sooner you let go of finding it, the sooner you will savor living in the im-
perfect and messy moment. 
·        Seek out those that make you think in new ways. People from other faiths, different backgrounds, and 
diverse viewpoints are great opportunities and places like WestM are prime locations to find these people. 
·        If you forget what joy feels like, something needs to change. Remember that my joy feels like drinking 
coffee with a friend, going for a run, baking cookies at WestM, reading before bed, or learning something 
new. 
·        Be gentle with yourself. You don’t have to attend every Wednesday night meeting, plan every activity, 
or know all the churchy-y answers. In fact, you shouldn’t. 
·        Get used to seeing in grey - there’s more of it than you ever imagined. This includes: in your best 
friends, in your church, in your enemies, in the Bible, and in yourself. 
·        You have something to learn from everyone, but you also have something you could teach anyone. 
Time participating and leading student gatherings showed this clearly. 
·        People will surprise you! In disappointing ways, like skipping out on WestM beach trips, and wonderful 
ways, like laughing with you when nothing goes as planned. 
·        Lovingly question everything, including yourself. Even though you didn’t get much practice with this at 
home, WestM will provide ample opportunity. And, just because someone you respect disagrees with you,  
that does not mean that their beliefs are more or less valuable. 
 Writing and sharing this list was an opportunity to embrace and claim major developments in my 
identity. This is what WestM has done for me – at almost every turn over the past four years, WestM has 
helped me grow and transform. I am so glad for the times when I felt like I was over my head and Tim gave 
counsel. Exploring the Bible at Wednesday night student gatherings provided a place for me to question and 
learn with a new sense of biblical literacy. Or, as I struggled through finals, I always knew there were pan-
cakes and pastries for sustenance at that cheerful place on Monroe. 
 I have been moved through my time at WestM, and I am loathe to say goodbye. I will miss the medi-
tation opportunities, the conversations with people of other faiths, the tasty dinners, and the surprising con-
versations. Even without me though, there are students at WestM who are continuing to grow and trans-
form. I am so excited for them. Thank you for your support for my time at WestM, and the support I hope 
you will continue to offer to those following me. 
 I leave Oregon State and the Westminster House a little softer, a little more understanding, and a 
little more mindful. Just saying thank you to the students, campus minster, and donors hardly begins to cov-
er my sentiments. I intend to live my life as a celebration of some of the major lessons I’ve practiced at 
WestM– to walk humbly, to love mercy, and to act justly. 

Giving to WestM 
 

We are grateful for your support.  Please make checks payable to  
United Campus Ministry 

 
Credit or debit card donations can be processed by using the enclosed enve-
lope or calling our office (541-753-2242).  We can also assist in setting up re-
curring donations.  All contributions are tax deductible to the extent permitted 

by law. 
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Tim Stover, Campus Minister     Jillian Bower, Office Manager 



United Campus Ministry         
101 NW 23rd St          
Corvallis, OR  97330         
           
Return Service Requested           
                          
  Spring/Summer 2015 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Marriage Equality and WestM 
 
Many of you will know that our ministry has long engaged in advocacy around justice for the 
LGBT community – including having employed as campus ministers a number of persons who 
were open with regard to their identities as homosexual persons.  A few years back we formalized 
this support through our engagement with the LGBT advocacy programs within our respective 
denominational partners.  So it was not much of a surprise when, back in May of 2014 as the fed-
eral judge in Eugene struck down Oregon’s prohibitions against same-sex marriage, within 15 
minutes of his decision we received a phone call from a retired OSU staff person asking if she and 
her partner of long-standing could be officially married by me at Westminster House.  I was privi-
leged and thrilled to say “yes” to their invitation – having already agreed with our UCM Board that 
such actions were a natural and just extension of our ministry.  It was heartening  to have that 
couple in attendance as I officiated at the wedding of two other women (also OSU staff mem-
bers) this past May.  The recent action of the Supreme Court affirming marriage equality is a 
landmark decision but the pushback from more conservative religious circles is already evident 
and we are not through.  I am also heartened to say that this is a battle whose years are num-
bered in that our current generation of young, emerging adults has no interest in sustaining such 
discrimination.  There is hope for our present and our future in this regard. 


