
Fall/Winter 2013: Multiplying Ministry 
 

One of the popular stories from our New Testament Gospels 
tells of Jesus presiding over the multiplication of the loaves 
and fishes.  The stories hint at some miracle whereby Jesus 
transforms what appears to be a meager supply of loaves of 
bread and some fish into enough to feed the large, hungry 
crowd gathered to hear him teach.  Another way of under-
standing the apparent miracle is that, when enough people 
are encouraged or empowered to give of their perceived mea-
ger resources, the result is an abundance (of loaves and fish-
es) that truly stretches our imagination.  Like many local 
churches, there are times in our campus ministry where we 
have a sense of scarcity in our resources for ministry.  And 
then there are times such as this one: 
 
It was a cool, crisp Saturday morning in early October and the 
morning sun was just beginning to burn through the valley 
fog.  With a carload of students and numerous crates and 
boxes, we ventured out into the rolling hills to the north be-
tween Corvallis and Albany.  Our destination was a private 
home with a small apple orchard which had been made avail-
able for our gleaning (a wonderful biblical tradition).  As our 
guide led us out to the edge of the hill, we encountered sev-
eral trees laden with apples. With the help of an orchard lad-
der, some long apple-picking poles, and some tree climbing 
skills we set about our task of picking apples.   
 
The nearly 500 pounds of apples we picked that morning 
would have one of three destinies that day: 1) Some would 
be shared as fresh fruit for persons who were served through 
our South Corvallis Food Bank; 2) Some would become apple 
butter through the good work of Jammin’ for the Hungry, 
based out of the kitchen of the Community Ministry Building 
of the Corvallis 1st UMC wherein volunteers take donated 
fruits and process them into jams and jellies which are then 
shared through the community food banks; 3) The remainder 
would be cleaned, ground, and pressed into fresh cider later 
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that afternoon by eager college students 
sharing a popular activity which we use as a 
community building opportunity at the begin-
ning of each new school year. 
 
The multiplication continued in that, for the 
cider pressing, we were the guests of the 
Juntenen Family who are part of the United 
Church of Christ Congregational Church in 
Corvallis.  They welcome us to their family 
farm and allow us the use of their antique 
apple grinder and cider press.  At over a 
hundred years old, the press provides lots of 
fun and a good work out as the students 
take turns cranking the apple grinder and 
then twisting the press.  In addition to the 
seeming miracle of crisp, refreshing cider, 
the students have the opportunity to get up 
close to this process of transforming food.  
This helped to raise their awareness regard-
ing issues concerning the stewardship of the 
foods that come to our tables daily.  The five 
students who picked the apples became 25 
students who shared the cider pressing expe-
rience that day, some of whom subsequently 
spent an evening creating jams and jellies 
through Jammin’ for the Hungry. 
 
We give thanks for the ways in which you 
entrust your financial resources to our shared 
ministries with these students as you support 
Campus Ministry in a variety of ways.  In 
turn, we seek to be good stewards of these 
shared resources by leveraging your gifts 
through a seeming miracle of multiplication. 
 
Thank you for all your support! 

Shalom, 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Timothy Stover 
Campus Minister 



Ministry Financial Support Update 
 
We have reported previously on the sig-
nificant change in the sources of finan-
cial support for our shared ministry over 
these past several years.  In the year 
2011 we lost our budgeted support 
through the Oregon-Idaho Annual Con-
ference of the UMC (which had recently 
been as high as $55,000/year).  We 
have also been going through a phased 
reduction of budgeted support from the 
Presbytery of the Cascades which will 
also end with this calendar/2013 fiscal 
year (also from a previous level of 
around $50,000/year).  One of the ma-
jor changes we have made in managing 
this loss of support is to reduce our 
ministry staffing by over 50% - a chal-
lenge to do without compromising the 
quality of our ministry outreach (which we feel that we have not so compromised).  We have been 
able to engage a more significant level of student leadership in our programming and we have ben-
efited greatly by increased financial support from individuals and families as well as from supporting 
congregations.   
 
A significant and generous source of the increase in individual and family support has come through 
the benefit of The American Taxpayer Relief Act which over the past couple of years (including 
2013) provides for individuals 70 and ½ years or older to make charitable contributions to us 
through a direct distribution from their IRA accounts.  This creates a tax benefit in that, rather than 
receive their mandated distributions as taxable income, they can direct a portion of them to our 
United Campus Ministry and still receive a tax credit for a charitable contribution.  We are glad to 
share further information regarding this process if you have an interest in offering gifts of support in 
this way.  Thank you! 

 

Giving to WestM 
 

We are grateful for your support.  Please make checks payable to  

United Campus Ministry 
 

Credit or debit card donations can be processed by using the enclosed envelope or calling our 
office (541-753-2242).  We can also assist in setting up recurring donations.  All contributions 

are tax deductible to the extent permitted by law. 
 

Westminster House Staff 
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WestM Students Lead Community 
Conversations 

 

“Where do you find hope in a sometimes over-
whelmingly dark world?”   

This question provided the fuel for our October 
Community Conversations event which serves 
as a continuation of our efforts in engaging in-
terfaith conversations among OSU students.  
We host these events beginning with a shared 
meal followed by a time of focused conversa-
tion shaped by leading questions on a theme 
formulated by a team of our WestM students.  
Whether it is finding hope or understanding 
gratitude (November’s theme), the student par-
ticipants welcome this opportunity to think 
deeply about these questions that shape their 
life and faith understandings.  One student this 
week said, “This is one of the most important 
things I do.”  Thank you for helping us provide 
space and nurture for these significant means 
of sharing deep community. 

WestM Flood Redux 
 
In our newsletter from one year ago we reported on a flood in the basement of Westminster 
House due to backflow from the City’s combined storm / sanitary sewer connected to our 
building.  After completing all the cleanup and repairs associated with that episode (thanks 
to insurance – both ours and the city’s), we suffered yet another backflow during a deluge in 
late September.  Thanks to the alert action on the part of some graduate students meeting 
in their basement office, we were able to mitigate the damage somewhat.  As this newsletter 
is being written, we are yet again dealing with the tail-end of cleanup and repairs.  And the 
city has provided us access to a fund to support the installation of a backflow check valve 
which, in theory, will prevent future flooding episodes.  The excavator is at work as I write, 
digging a deep hole in the front yard of WestM to access our main sewer connection.  We 
are all thankful for a bright, sunny November day to ease the process and reduce the muddi-
ness of it all. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OSU Dad and Family Weekend 
 

Even a losing home football game the night before didn’t seem to put too much of a damper on 
the gathering of our students along with their dads and families for a WestM breakfast on what 
used to be known only as OSU Dad’s Weekend.  It was a great opportunity to connect with and 
get to know these family members who provide such critical support for our students as they jour-
ney through the challenges of their college education.   
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Make a Joyful Noise! 
 
By the responses of many 
gathered, our annual No-
vember 10th Make A Joyful 
Noise Choral Celebration 
was a particularly inspiring 
one for musicians and audi-
ence alike.  Hosted in the 
sanctuary of 1st UMC of Cor-
vallis, we enjoyed the choral 
offerings of several of our 
mid-valley supporting con-
gregations: 1st UMC of Cor-
vallis, the UMCs of Sweet 
Home/Halsey/Harrisburg combined choir, 1st Christian (Corvallis), 1st Congregational UCC Corval-
lis, and the Inner Strength Gospel Singers.  The climax of the event came as Jim Davidson, choral 
director for 1st UMC Corvallis, directed the massed choir in I Will Be A Child of Peace, an Elaine 
Hagenburg arrangement of a traditional Shaker Hymn.  You may share in the enjoyment by click-
ing on the url below for an audio recording of our choir’s performance.  Many thanks to all who 
offer their musical gifts in joyful support of our shared ministry! 
 
https://soundcloud.com/fcucc-corvallis/i-will-be-a-child-of-peace-arr 
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