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What does it mean to be Holy?  In what ways does “holiness” serve as a positive gift and in 
what ways a negative gift?  What does it mean to be “other?”  In what ways might “otherness” 
serve as a positive gift and in what ways a negative gift?   
 
These questions framed our Student Gathering Bible Study the first week of the new term, 
continuing a series titled The Gift of…  in which we have been exploring the potential upside as 
well as the potential downside of a number of “spiritual gifts” from a student-generated list  
(including pride, lust, anger… much like the  Seven Deadly Sins).  These questions took on par-
ticular relevance as we prepared to participate in OSU’s annual Holocaust Memorial Week Ob-
servance in the second week of the term. 
 
The Bible advocates the gifts of both holiness and otherness, holding them in creative tension.  
A primary meaning of holy is “to be separate from.”  We see this clearly in the book of Leviticus’  
“Holiness Code” (chapters 17-27) – a code of faithful living to help the Israelites (the people of 
promise, the chosen of God) maintain their sense of identity even as they were dealing with be-
ing taken away into captivity in Babylon.  It helped them claim their separateness from all that 
seemed to threaten and offend them in Babylonian life and culture.  The creative tension exists 
found right in the heart of this treatise on holiness / separateness when God reminds 
(commands!) the Israelites to provide hospitality and welcome to the “aliens” who come into 
their community because of their own experience as aliens during their time in Egypt.  As our 
students reflected, a clear identity or sense of oneself is helpful in a world in which you are of-
fered (tempted?) by many choices and opportunities in any given day.  And, as many a biblical 
narrative imparts, welcoming the “other” into our communities provides opportunities to learn 
about and practice compassion and justice as well as to be enriched by their respective cultural 
understandings and practices.  The Nazi Holocaust (as well as others) offers an extreme exam-
ple of the downside of holiness – a process of literally eliminating (separating from) perceived 
otherness in the persons of Jews, homosexuals, Gypsies, etc.  We have significant opportunities 
today to learn about compassion for “the other” as we live into our experiences with immigrants 
in own communities.  We give thanks for your gifts of support which provide us opportunities to 
engage such journeys of discerning the ways of gifts in our world. 
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The Monday of Finals Week began with an early start to what would be a long but engaged day in our 
ministry as I gathered with some students at 5:30 AM to bake pastries for our Campus Ministry Coffee 
House that morning.  Clearly more sleep would have been welcome, but they had planned for and com-
mitted to offering this gift: coffee/tea/cocoa and fresh pastries to nurture their fellow students as they 
engaged the challenges inherent in the week of exams.  They had prepared a welcoming space for stud-
ying, blowing off steam following the first exams of the week and, of course, naps to catch up on need-
ed rest.  All of this flowed through the established hours from 7 AM to 12 noon—and then it flowed on 
into the afternoon as the abundance of pastries and hos- pitality were made known through 
word-of-mouth. 
 
We still had some scones left as our board of directors 
arrived at 6 PM to prepare for Finals Week Pancake 
Feed: a free pancake dinner with all the “fixins” includ-
ing accommodations for vegan and gluten-free dietary 
concerns that WestM has offered quarterly since 2000.  
The evening also offered an opportunity to take a 
break from the books with table games spread on ta-
bles around the room, or share time with a study 
group preparing for the next morning.  We started 
serving at 7 PM and they came, literally, from all di-
rections converging on the serving tables before they 
settled in.  We were rewarded with smiles and expres-
sions of gratitude from the nearly 160 students we served before beginning 
cleanup at 10 PM.   
 
The coffee house was born in the spring term of 2012 as our student leadership team took their turn 
searching for gifts that they might offer to their fellow students.  They chose coffee (tea, etc.) and pas-
tries for the obvious reasons.  They chose Monday morning because they felt that was the time to have 
the greatest impact (knowing that students who finish exams early get out of town quickly). And they 
were careful to create a welcoming environment that provided a variety of spaces to meet the needs of 
the students who would receive their gift.  Through the benefits of social networking, dry sidewalks for 
chalk art advertising, and sidewalk sandwich sign boards, their first effort was a suc-
cess – and an encourage- ment to continue. 
 

Clearly, the nurturing and feeding of students – 
literally and figuratively–represents a core value 
of campus ministry.  Both coffeehouse and pan-
cake feed are clearly intended as gifts to stu-
dents – both those we encounter and serve on 
a regular basis as well as many others.  Both 
also carry the intention of dismantling barriers 
to welcome people into the space of our min-
istry center, people who might otherwise 
steer clear of us because we look a little too 
much like “church” and whatever that may 
mean for them from their past experiences.  
We give thanks for the gifts you share in 

support of our campus ministries – gifts that we 
then share on your behalf as we engage these students in their 

formative and transformative journeys. 



Norman & Margaret Anderson 
Glenn & Lynn Anderson 
Libby Ankarberg & John Koch 
Roy & Jane Arnold  
John & Beverly Arthur  
Lou & Darlene Balmer  
Ann and Tom Batema 
Mike Beilstein 
David & Cammie Bella 
Darrel & Jean Bibler 
John & Alice Block 
Martha Bowersox & Cordelia Darl 
Bradshaw 
Mary & Robert Brendle 
Ray & Greta Brooks 
John & Kathleen Buchner 
Robert Bulkley 
Joan Caldwell 
Jim & Christine Cantey 
Emery & Betty Castle 
Elisa Chandler 
Julie & Carl Christianson 
Lula Clarke 
Richard & Rosalie Clinton 
Jim & Stella Coakley 
Kathy Conner 
Richard & Leona Converse 
Joan Cook 
Cindy Dahl & Charles Thierheimer 
Noble & Shirley Deckard 
Gayle & Edward Dee 
Carroll & Gerry DeKock 
Gary & Ann Delander 
Pamella & Allan Doerksen 
Stuart & Patricia Eide 
Gary Enschede 
John & Ellie Erkkila 
Jay Farr 
Doug Faulconer 
Louise Ferrell 
Bill & Ellen Ford 
Jeanne Fukuji 
Bill & Leslie Glassmire 
Jim Hall 
Todd and Lisa Hamilton 
LeBron Hardie & Barbara Balz 
Dale & Carla Harris 
Ed & June Hemmingson 
Donald Holt 
Warren Hovland 

John & Marilyn Hull 
Mike & Carol Huntington 
Kathleen & Dean Huston 
Lyle & Sharon Hutchens 
Jim & Gladys Jackson  
Glenn & Judy Jaquith 
Denis & Janet Jarvis 
Robert & Priscilla Johnson 
Pat Johnson & Dorothy Price 
Kenneth & Sheryl Johnston 
James & Susan Kephart 
Bob & Shirley Kingsbury 
Karen Knutson 
Muriel Lawrence 
Betty & F.J. Lawrence 
Craig & Nancy Leman 
Karen Long 
Richard & Roberta Lumsden 
Eleanor MacDonald 
Deborah Maria 
Gary & Betty Massoni 
Sally McBride 
Tom & Patty McClintock 
Elizabeth McCrackin 
Eldon McEldowney 
Kristin & Dan McNab 
Betty Meihoff 
Rebecca & Scott Michael 
Barbara Mickel 
Ida & Duane Miller 
Linda Miller 
Karen & Ed Miller 
Betty Miner 
Robert & Ann Miner 
Ron & Nancy Mohler 
Rich & Midge Mueller 
Barbara Myers 
John & Linda Myers 
Pete & Susie Nelson 
Nancy Orcutt 
Jim & Bonnie Parr Philipson 
Phyllis Pearson 
Shirley & Spence Peterson 
Wayne & Verlyne Phillips 
Juanita Phillips 
Elvan & Barbara Pitney 
Bill & Lena Proebsting  
Fred & Helen Quale  
Judy Quam & Mark Klopsch 
Hilman & Delores Ratsch 

Gordon & Kathleen Reistad 
Kay & Alan Robinson 
Leon & Marilyn Roland 
Greg & Kristen Rorrer 
Norman Rose  
Carla & Nicholas Rosenlicht 
Paul & Linda Rowton 
Rob Sahr 
Hal & Janine Salwasser 
Jesse Schonau-Taylor & Martha 
Coakley 
David & Karen Scranage 
Ruth Shirley 
Barbara Short 
LoErna Simpson 
Bill & Ann Smart 
Patricia & Robert Smythe 
Tom & Amy Spies 
Bob & Monine Stebbins 
Marge Stevens 
John & Gen Storz 
Tim & Julie Stover 
Larry Stover 
Ramona Stover 
Anne Swanson 
Joan Tanselli 
Mark & Kimberly Thackray 
Martin & Marian Thompson 
Vicki Tolar Burton 
Cliff & Joann Trow 
Helen & H. Lee Van Nice 
Tony & Louise Van Vliet 
William & Marian Veley 
Allan & Dawn Vermeulen 
Fred Vescelus 
John & Julie Wager 
Dick & Doris Waring 
Roger Weaver 
Len & Barbara Weber 
Valerie White 
Howard & Virginia Wilson 
Dan & Kathy Wilson-Fey 
Tom & Mariol Wogaman 
Caroline Zaworski 
Priscilla Zaworsk  
Don & Prill Zobel 
 

Thanks to these persons and groups who have supported our ministry over the past year 
 

Individuals 



Thanks to these persons and groups who have supported our ministry over the past year 

Organizations 
 
First Methodist Church (Corvallis, OR) 
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Thanks also to those indi-
viduals who  contribute  

through their church offer-
ings.  We may lack a record 
of your giving, but our grat-

itude is not diminished. 



Steps on the Journey 
 
We host open labyrinth walks on campus on the first Monday of each month.  We have some regu-
lars who participate every time we offer it – and count on it.  Others are “regularly irregular” partici-
pants.  And we always have some who try it for the first time.   
 
One of our regulars is a young woman who works with international students at OSU.  The first 
Monday of March she showed up as she always does and did her walk in silence.  Then she came 
over to me (Tim) and asked if I would pray for her.  I asked if there were particular concerns for 
prayer.  She replied that, when she had walked in February, she was trying to discern whether she 
should be looking for a new position to expand herself professionally – she was feeling a little bit in 
a rut.  She had discerned a “yes” to that question and had submitted some applications for posi-
tions at other colleges.  On this visit, she was trying to calm and focus herself because she actually 
had an interview (video style) later that afternoon for a position that she felt was a good match.  
Her anxiety was increased by the 
fact that she was undergoing 
some health struggles that 
caused her to wonder if she 
would have the energy and 
strength to perform in that other 
position.  We prayed together 
and she went on her way.  I did-
n’t see her again until the April 
Labyrinth Walk – and I wondered 
if I would see her that day.  Sure 
enough, during her noon hour, 
she came in and walked.  After-
ward we talked.  She had not 
been hired for the other position 
but she had made progress in 
being diagnosed with cancer of 
her thyroid.  On this day she was 
grounding herself for surgery to 
remove her thyroid gland and to 
prepare for the journey of getting 
rebalanced on thyroid medication – a journey that she will live into for the rest of her life.  She says 
that walking the labyrinth will be a critical tool in helping her discern that way of balance and the 
role that her faith plays in that journey. 

The Digital Age 
 
We send out this newsletter in electronic format—if you’d pre-
fer to be on that list and help us save some printing and mail-
ing costs, please visit our website at osuwestm.org to sign up!   
 
The website also links to our Facebook page with recent pho-
tos, events, and more! 

Westminster House Staff 
Tim Stover, Campus Minister 

Rae Sidlauskas, Administrative Assistant 
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Congratulations to Sonja Michelsen (a second 
year Engineering major at OSU and also the stu-
dent representative on our board of directors), 
who was recently selected by her peers in the 
OSU chapter of Engineers Without Borders to 
serve as part of their three-person team traveling 
to Lela, Kenya this summer to work on their on-
going freshwater projects for this village near the 
border with Tanzania.  The team will monitor ex-
isting elements of the project, including rainwater 
catchment systems and a 200 foot deep well, and 
will also drill a second well to support the fresh-
water needs of the community.  Their goal, as in 
all their EWB projects, is to work with the Lela 
community to develop these freshwater systems 
so  that they will be sustainable through their lo-
cal resources.  You may learn more about OSU 
EWB and all their projects at:  www.ewb-osu.org  
We send Sonja with blessings for her good work. 


