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No educational task is more important than helping students reflect on realities larger than their 
own egos – and learn how to find meaning and purpose by connecting with realities that bring 

life, not death. (Healing the Heart of Democracy, Parker J. Palmer, 2011, page 12) 
 
Early in November, OSU hosted a Diversity Summit as a part of the University's ongoing work of 
creating a community of welcome and safety for the nearly 25,000 students who are now en-
rolled.  The Summit was built around the theme “[c.a.r.e.] Harmonize our Voices, Transform the 
World.”  In my role as one of the directors for the group Spiritual Life @ OSU, I helped to or-
ganize a panel presentation by students who reflected on how their respective faith/spiritual tra-
ditions teach about compassion and caring for the stranger, “the other.”  The panel included 
students from Muslim, Jewish, Baha'i, and – through the participation of one of our WestM Stu-
dents, Nate Broussard – Christian faith traditions.  It was a rich, even inspiring time of sharing  
in a dialogue that flowed not only between the members of the panel but with members of the 
audience in the room as well as with students from other universities around the Northwest who 
followed the presentation through live Twitter feeds and tweeted back with their own questions 
and contributions to the conversation. 
 
A faculty member in the audience spoke of his recent experience on a spiritual retreat where he 
had the opportunity to slow down, to step back from all of the noise and information that 
seemed to be bombarding him and to journey into his own inner life.  It was a time of self-
examination and contemplation.  He said it wasn't enough to be aware of what his faith tradition 
taught; he needed space in which to think and feel his way into what it really meant to live a 
compassionate life in his daily walk.  He said that he welcomed the added opportunity to take 
the fruits of that private reflection and to further test them in a public reflection or dialogue as 
we shared that morning.  Students on the panel later shared that taking time, individually, to 
contemplate the teaching of compassion from their particular faith perspective in preparing for 
the panel and then sharing in the dialogue brought a clarity of understanding and deepening of 
their commitment to living compassionately.  And it broadened their understanding of “the oth-
er” students with whom they shared.  Palmer's words above come in a section of the book sub-
titled Public Education and the Inner Search.  We give thanks for the support which provides us 
the opportunity to engage and support such searching in the context of this growing, public uni-
versity.   
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Free HIV/AIDS 
Testing 

 
Stop by WestM 
around mid-day 
on a Friday and 
you are likely to 
find an extra word 
of welcome of-
fered by Chris 
Gray, a staff 
member from the 

Benton County Health Department.  Chris 
turns our student lounge into free HIV/
AIDS testing and counseling site between 
10 AM and 2 PM.  Several years ago 
Chris approached us about hosting such 
a clinic at WestM.  He said that it was 
clear to him that our reputation in the 
community as an open and accepting 
place would provide the right space for 
people to come for testing without fan-
fare or the worry of being stigmatized.  
And we were convenient to campus and 
it was clear to him that he needed such a 
space to reach out to at-risk students.  
And so it has been!  Chris regularly con-
firms his perception that WestM is the 
right place in saying that it is significant 
that 80% of his positive tests in Benton 
County come through clients he tested 
here (with unsafe sex, usually accompa-
nied by alcohol use, being a common 
source of exposure). 

 
The Digital Age 

 
We send out this newsletter in electronic 
format—if you’d prefer to be on that list 
and help us save some printing and 
mailing costs, please visit our website at 
osuwestm.org to sign up!   
 
The website also links to our facebook 
page with recent photos, events, and 
more! 

 
 

Westminster House Staff 
Tim Stover, Campus Minister 

Rae Sidlauskas, Administrative Assistant 

Lane McGaughy Visits WestM & OSU 
 

In early November we hosted an on-campus presentation by 
the Rev. Dr. Lane McGaughy.  Lane is retired from his position 
as professor of religion and ethics at Willamette University.  
He is a leading scholar of New Testament Greek and he and 
three other colleagues have recently published a new transla-
tion of the authentic letters of the Apostle Paul.  Lane joined 
some of our WestM students for dinner before we headed 
over to the MU for his presentation about the content of the 
new book.  Our students have been studying in Paul's letters 
this term and, as I shared in the printed program for that 
event, our purpose in hosting it: It is a sign of the way in 
which we understand scripture:  We take it seriously in its wit-
ness to the faith of the early Jewish and Christian communities 
and in its continuing power to stir and strengthen our journeys 
of faith in our contemporary context.  We acknowledge and 
continually seek to understand the ways in which the Bible 
and its interpreters have shaped western arts and politics – 
our shared culture.  We honor scripture by taking it seriously 
but not literally. 



Financial Update 
 

We are coming to the end of our fiscal year for 
our campus ministry budget.  This year we lost 
our long-standing and significant, budgeted 
support from the Oregon-Idaho UMC Confer-
ence – a decrease or loss of $20,000 from our 
2010 level of funding.  In the 2012 budget year, 
we will experience roughly a 30% reduction in 
our budgeted support from the Presbytery of 
the Cascades, representing an approximate 
$7,000 decrease in funding for 2012.  Further, 
this loss will begin a three-year process of zero-
ing out all budgeted funding from the Presby-
tery.  We have been blessed through increased 
support by individuals and families as well as 
through some local church congregations.  The-
se gifts have helped to alleviate the loss of 
those other sources of support and we share 
our great thanks for this support. 
 
One of the ways in which a couple of families 
have increased their support is through direct 
contributions from their Individual Retirement 
Accounts (IRAs).  Rather than take their re-
quired distributions in full for the year, they re-
duced their taxable income by sending a portion 
of their required distributions directly to our 
United Campus Ministry.  We are glad to share 
further information regarding this process if you 
have an interest in offering gifts of support in 
this way.  Thank you! 

Patio Project Wrap-Up 
 

The rainy season has arrived and the good 
news is that you don't have perform a miracle 
of walking on water to cross the lake that 
was a regular fixture between the WestM 
parking lot and the McLean Room on the 
north end of the building.  The additional 
good news is that you don't have to risk trip-
ping on broken, uneven concrete either.  Pic-
tured is Larry Passmore who led a goodly 
number of the membership of the Corvallis 
Mennonite Fellowship (who worship at WestM 
on Sunday mornings) as they  worked 
through the summer to gift us with a new 
brick-paver patio.  Our happy (dry) feet say, 
“Thank you!”  
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Make a Joyful Noise! 
 
Our annual Make A Joyful Noise Choral Celebration has become a warm and festive means to 
help raise financial support for our shared ministry.  Hosted in the beautiful (and acoustically ben-
eficial) sanctuary of 1st United Methodist Church in Corvallis, this event draws together the choirs 
of several mid-valley churches as they share their musical gifts on our behalf.  This year we start-
ed small as the 3-member Inner Strength Gospel Singers (the faithful remnant of our larger gos-
pel choir under the Rev. Dr. Isaiah Jones, Jr.) brought their big, spirited sound.  And we finished 
on the big end as the members of all the choirs massed together to perform Let Everything That 

Hath Breath un-
der the direction 
of Dr. Steven 
Zielke, choral di-
rector for 1st 
Congregational 
UCC in Corvallis 
and director of 
choral studies for 
OSU.  Thanks to 
all for sharing 
your gifts and 
talents on our 
behalf! 
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