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Statement of Inclusion 
United Campus Ministry at Oregon State University 

Westminster House 
 

Honoring the radically inclusive ministry of Jesus, we seek to cultivate a progressive Christian com-
munity that welcomes all students in celebrating the diversity of race, ethnicity, nationality, citi-
zenship, gender identity, sexual orientation, ability, financial circumstance, and faith tradition. 

 
Some of you reading this might be surprised to learn that this statement is new – at least in this 
form.  Surprised— because you understand that the spirit of this statement has been at the core of 
our ministry for decades.  This statement was born out of a request by the Reconciling United Meth-
odists (RUMS) chapter of the Oregon-Idaho UMC Conference.  Late last summer and early fall there 
was a spate of suicides among  teens and college students who struggled with their sexual orienta-
tion and identity – and suffered, at the least,  from lack of support and worse, from active harass-
ment and public bullying.  RUMS and some of our LGBT students met last January to explore how 
our local church communities might be more supportive of these students.  Following the panel, the 
RUMS group said that they honored our long history of welcome, support and advocacy around sex-
ual minority concerns on our campus, but that they needed us to show another level of engagement 
by actively affiliating with denominational support and advocacy groups such as theirs. 
 
On a certain level, this decision was an obvious and even late step.  However, our ministry is a part-
nership between four denominations – all of which have their own LGBT advocacy groups.  Which 
one should we affiliate with?  After some research, it became clear that the right answer was all 
four.  As a first step, our  Board of  Directors and students worked together to approve a statement 
of inclusion.  I would honor the care engaged in this process and say that our students impressed us 
with their own clarity around the power and meaning of words – like ―cultivate‖ and ―welcome.‖  
They were also clear about the statement being inclusive enough given that some of them have 
struggled in journeys as students not only around issues of sexuality but also faith perspectives and 
economic condition.  And they were also clear that this statement is an expression of an ideal or 
goal toward which we continually journey and that we can never become complacent as if we have 
arrived.  We welcome your prayers and support as we live into these affiliations with RUMS, More 
Light (Presbyterian Church, USA), Open and Affirming (United Church of Christ), and ONA (Open 
and Affirming Disciples of Christ) and as we continue to serve and lead in this inclusive spirit among 
the OSU community. 
 
Shalom,     

 
 
 

Timothy 

 

Westminster House 

541-753-2242 

westminsterhouse@comcast.net 

www.osuwestm.org 



The Power of Partnerships 
 
Looking back through this 2010-11 academic year, a clear theme shines forth: realizing the power that comes 
through partnership.  By power, we mean extending the effectiveness of our outreach and ministry by shar-
ing and networking around resources and programs.  Following are a couple of examples: 
 
Little Town of Bethlehem (the film) — This excellent documentary dealing with the Palestinian / Israeli con-
flict was released last October.  The film focuses on the lives and stories of three men: one a Palestinian 
Christian; one a Palestinian Muslim; one an Israeli Jew.  All three have come to the understanding that the 
path of non-violence is the only way to peace in resolving their conflict.  They are, in a sense, followers of 
Gandhi and Martin Luther King, Jr. in their teaching and practice of non-violence.  Through a grant from the 
Collegiate Ministries Office of the national level Presbyterian Church (PCUSA), we were able to purchase a 
copy of the film and screening rights to show it on campus as part of the annual MLK observance at OSU.  In 
this effort, we partnered with the Religious Advisors Association at OSU and Campus Coalition Builders.  Dur-
ing the on-campus screening events, we made connections with members of local church communities and 
have offered screenings through three local congregations as well.  This offering is still available to share. 
 
Sanho Tree and Witness for Peace — In the early spring we partnered with Witness for Peace Northwest to 
bring Sanho Tree, an expert on our national drug policy, to campus.  Tree is an advocate for reform in our 
―war on drugs‖ so as to reduce its deleterious impact on our own communities as well as the violence that we 
export to our neighbors in Central and South America.  We were able to help fund Mr. Tree's appearance 
through a grant from the Peace with Justice / Witness Team from the Oregon-Idaho UMC Conference.  Facul-
ty members in the audience declared Tree's presentation to be one of the most effective they had witnessed 
on campus and have asked us to work on a way to bring him back. 
 
Labyrinth Ministry — In a previous issue of this newsletter we described a student-initiated project to create a 
portable labyrinth that we could share with the OSU community as a tool for prayer, meditation, and discern-
ment.  In addition to our regular hosted ―lab walks‖ on campus, we are pleased to share this resource with 
local churches.  During the period of Lent we shared the ―lab‖ with four local churches who were using the 
labyrinth to relate the theme of journey during Lent.  One of the churches was in Eugene, a little more local 
to our friends at that other school down south!  Contact us if you would like to partner with us on a labyrinth 
walk for your church. 

 
The Digital Age 

 
We send out this newsletter in electronic 
format—if you’d prefer to be on that list 
and help us save some printing and 
mailing costs, please visit our website at 
osuwestm.org to sign up!   
 
The website also links to our facebook 
page with recent photos, events, and 
more! 

 
 

Westminster House Staff 
Tim Stover, Campus Minister 

Rae Sidlauskas, Administrative Assistant 



Financial Update 
 
We are glad to share the good news and our great 
thanks that, through the generosity of our church 
partners and many of you as individual and family 
supporters, we were able to finish our fiscal year 
2010 on the positive side of the balance sheet.  
We are now half way through the new fiscal year 
of 2011, the year in which we live into the new 
reality of significant decline in some of our tradi-
tional sources of financial support.  The Oregon-
Idaho United Methodist Conference has been one 
of our major sources of financial support through 
the years of our partnership.  The Conference 
budget has suffered through the decline in sup-
port from its constituent local churches and this 
resulted in their decision to drop their budgeted 
support of campus ministry.  In the year 2010 we 
received $20,000 from the UMC Conference and 
that line item is a zero in our 2011 budget.  The 
Corvallis UMC has helped to take up some of that 
loss through a generous increase in their own 
budgeted support. 
 
A year ago, we were anticipating cuts in our fund-
ing from the Presbytery of the Cascades, another 
of our major sources of support through the years 
of our partnership.  Through the diligence and 
commitment of their Westminster Foundation, the 
impact of those cuts has been postponed by a 
year. Our 2010 support from the Presbytery was 
$20,000 as is our 2011 level.  Beginning in 2012, 
we anticipate as much as a 30% reduction in their 
support which will be the first in a three-year pro-
cess that will lead to the elimination of their budg-
eted support for campus ministry as well. 
 
We continue to benefit from generous support 
through the budget of the Corvallis 1st Congrega-
tional United Church of Christ as well – support 
which they increased following the loss of support 
through the UCC Conference. 
 
Our United Campus Ministry Board is working dili-
gently at funding alternatives that will sustain and 
support our vital ministry.  We seek and welcome 
your prayers, your ideas, and your own gifts of 
support for our shared ministry.  Thank you!     

Patio Project  
 

Following the 
theme of partner-
ing, one of our 
unofficial partners 
is the Corvallis 
Mennonite Fellow-
ship who have 
rented space from 
us for their wor-
shipping commu-
nity for a number 
of years.  They 
have been vital 
partners in 
maintenance projects around WestM and, on 
graduation weekend, launched into a project to 
replace the patio on the north side of the building 
toward the parking lot.  Some of you know that 

the massive maple 
tree has wreaked 
havoc with the old 
patio as roots have 
heaved and cracked 
it creating not only 
an unsightly mess 
but also a significant 
hazard.  Pictured are 
members of the ini-
tial work crew 
breaking out the old 
to make way for the 
new.  This project is 
their gift to WestM. 
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Thanks also to those individu-
als who contribute through 
their church offerings.  We 
may lack a record of your  giv-
ing, but our gratitude is not 
diminished. 
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Thanks to these persons and groups who have supported our ministry over the past year 
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Thanks to these persons and groups who have supported our ministry over the past year 
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At WestM we share a couple of traditions in 
relation to our graduating students:  one is 
inviting them to speak at our May Donor Ap-
preciation Dinner as a way of sharing some-
thing of their journey through college, their 
experience with our ministry, and something 
about next steps in their journey.  The theme 
for our student speakers this year seemed to 
point to the power of questions (as opposed 
to answers).  They shared how they found a 

place and a community at WestM where 
they felt safe to live into their questions with re-
gard to their changing faith perspectives; where 
they found space to grow in their faith as they 
were encouraged with even further questions from 
their peers and Tim.  The second is that we do an 
anachronistic thing of gifting them with a book 
which has been carefully chosen to speak to 
where we sense their faith journey is leading and 
feeding them.  As one recent grad said, while 
looking at the books for a couple of our current 
grads, ―You pick good books!‖   We appreciate 
your support which allows us to journey with the-
se students in their spiritual growth.     


