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“...in today's globalized world, where not only nation to nation but even continent to continent our fates 
are deeply intertwined, the acceptance of the reality of other faiths is critical for the sake of peace and 
human happiness.” (The Dalai Lama, Toward a True Kinship of Faiths)   
 
Our Fall Term at OSU has been, in a sense, bookended by events and experiences which point to the ut-
ter importance of these words.  As the term began we were caught up, though from afar, in the tension 
and turmoil surrounding two planned actions: 1) the creation of an Islamic Community Center near 
“Ground Zero” in New York City; and 2) The burning of the Qur'an, the sacred scripture of Islam, by a 
fundamentalist Christian pastor in Florida.  As the term comes to a close we are caught up, much closer 
to home, by two actual events: 1) the attempted bombing of a community Christmas tree lighting cele-
bration at Pioneer Square in Portland by a former OSU student (of Somali and Muslim heritage); and 2) 
the apparently retaliatory arson at the Islamic Center here in Corvallis. 
 
Demographers tell us that we now live in the most religiously pluralistic nation in the world.  The OSU 
campus becomes a microcosm of that pluralism as the university's planned growth focuses on increasing 
the number of international students in our community.  With this growth comes the increased potential 
for the kinds of conflicts and misunderstanding manifest in the events described above.  It also brings the 
potential for finding our lives, particularly our faith lives, enriched through opportunities to learn about, 
understand, and even appreciate the cultural and faith experiences of others who seem to differ from us. 
 
Our University Learning Community has journeyed through the term engaging the thinking of the Dalai 
Lama through the book quoted above.  We have wrestled with his understanding that, while the faith 
traditions of the world have teachings and doctrines rooted in particular cultures and stories, they share a 
common ethic of compassion, particularly as it is expressed toward those who we see as different or out-
side of our communities.  Our Student Gathering Community has been wrestling with The Beatitudes 
from Jesus' teachings in Matthew's and Luke's Gospels, seeking a deeper understanding of “happiness” 
that both Jesus and the Dalai Lama seem to point to as an essential characteristic of a community at 
peace with itself and its neighbors.  The Dalai Lama testifies to his own experience of the truth that Jesus 
also teaches – that God has and will use the “stranger” or the “other” to teach an even deeper meaning 
of our own respective faith traditions.   
 
We value your support which affords us opportunities to engage the OSU community in such journeys of 
understanding.  Look elsewhere in this newsletter for events we are sponsoring on campus during the 
Winter Term to deepen our conversations with one another.  We invite your participation in such conver-
sations in your respective communities – for all our sakes.   
 
Shalom,     

 
 
 

Timothy 

 

Westminster House 
541-753-2242 
westminsterhouse@comcast.net 
www.osuwestm.org 



MLK, Jr. Celebration at OSU 
 
The OSU community continues its 29-year 
strong celebration of the life and work of Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr.  Over the past ten 
years we have co-sponsored programs as a 
part of the celebration.  In addition to our 
shared concern for Dr. King's life model of a 
non-violent path toward peace with justice, 
we also emphasize two other aspects of his 
life and ministry.  First, we say clearly that 
his leadership was born out of and sustained 
by his spiritual life – a point that might seem 
obvious but which can be overlooked in a 
more secular university environment.  Se-
cond, we remind folks that, in his later years, 
Dr. King had a deep concern for our global 
community and the importance of sharing the 
riches of our various religions and cultures 
rather than letting them be barriers which 
divide us.  In our 2011 Celebration, running 
January 10-20, United Campus Ministry will 
be sponsoring two programs, all open to the 
public: 
 
Little Town of Bethlehem 
January 12, 3-5 PM, MU 208 
January 20, 7-9 PM, MU 213 
 
This award-winning film shows how a coura-
geous commitment to nonviolence can unite 
Palestinians and Israelis in their quest for 
peace in the Middle East.  As a documentary, 
the film looks at the conflict through the eyes 
of three men whose lives have been marked 
by the violence:  a Palestinian Muslim, a Pal-
estinian Christian, and an Israeli Jew who 
dare to dream that a just peace is possible. 
 
Interfaith Prayer Service 
January 13, 2-3 PM, MU 208 
 
A time for celebrating Dr. King's vision for a 
peaceful, global community as shared 
through prayer, readings, and reflection by 
members of the OSU community speaking 
from their own varied spiritual/religious back-
grounds. 

United Campus Ministry at 
Oregon State University 

Winter Term Events 
 

Labyrinth Walks 
First Monday of the Month, 10 AM—2 PM, OSU 
Join us in the MU for ‘moving prayer’ using this ancient 
tool for prayer and meditation. 
 
Stone Soup 
Tuesdays, 3:30—7:30 PM, 1st Christian Church 
Come prepare and serve a free community meal for those 
who need food assistance.  Call or e-mail WestM to volun-
teer. 
 
University Learning Community 
Wednesdays, noon—1:00 PM 
Join us for conversation that challenges and nurtures the 
spirit.  Winter term we will use the book Claiming the Be-
atitudes by Anne Sutherland Howard.  Feel free to bring 
your lunch. 
 
Student Gathering 
Wednesdays, 5:30—7:30 PM, WestM 
Join us for dinner (free) followed by our program time.  
This quarter the focus will be on forgiveness 
 
Friday Night Live including 

Reel to Real Film Nights where we enjoy a contempo-
rary film and share the search for spiritual truth. 
 
Random Acts of Play (RAP) where we share cooking 
parties and seasonal celebrations. 
 
Game Nights where we enjoy a variety of table games 
and snacks in good company. 

 
 
The Digital Age 
 
We send out this newsletter in electronic format—if 
you’d prefer to be on that list and help us save some 
printing and mailing costs, please visit our website at 
osuwestm.org to sign up!   
 
The website also links to our facebook page with 
recent photos, events, and more! 

 
 

Westminster House Staff 
 

Tim Stover 
Campus Minister 
Rae Sidlauskas 

Administrative Assistant 



It is a true saying that campus ministry often seems to 
revolve around food and feeding, both literally and met-
aphorically.  Here we include some snapshots of the 
ways in which our ministry has been about food and 
feeding during this Fall term – all shared through your 
generous support of our ministry. 
 

We have 
created a 
new tradition 
of celebrat-
ing the be-
ginning of 
the new school year with a cider pressing party courtesy of Jim and Judy 
Juntenen (of 1st UCC Corvallis) who share the fruit of their orchard as 
well as their vintage apple grinder and cider press.  It is a wonderful way 
to enjoy being outdoors, getting a workout at the press and enjoying the 
crisp, clean taste of fresh cider. 

 
Our weekly Wednesday evening Student Gathering meal begins with an of-
fering of thanks for all who have been a part of our food's journey to our 
table.  What follows is the enjoyment of a home cooked meal and some 
wide-ranging and inevitably educating table conversation – with some hu-
mor added for good measure. 
 
Our engagement with the Stone Soup Kitchen food ministry in Corvallis con-
tinues as it has for the past 15 years or so.  Every 2nd and 4th Tuesday we 
lead a group of around 12 student volunteers who prepare and serve this 
free meal for the hungry of the Corvallis community (usually 100+ meals 

served each Tuesday through the kitchen of 
1st Christian Church).  Through this exercise 
we serve those in need as well as grow in compassion as we are able to connect a 
human face with the issues of poverty and hunger in our own community. 
 
A new activity for us this term was Jammin' for the Hungry.  While this may sound 
like rock concert to raise money for hunger pro-
grams, in reality our students joined with folks from 
1st UMC in Corvallis to learn about making jams.  We 
used gleaned and donated fruits and shared the re-
sults with the hungry through local food pantries.  It 
was clearly an exercise in caring and creativity. 

 
An exercise in pure creativity is our Christmas Cookie Party.  Let's just say that they 
have fun and that the cookies do not look anything like your standard Christmas 
cookie decorations! 
 
The end of each term of the regular school year is marked by another popular tradi-
tion known as our Finals Week Pancake Feed – a gift to the students hosted and 

prepared by our WestM Board 
members (both present and 
past).  We welcome students 
from OSU and LBCC into a three
-hour long celebration of food 
and fellowship as students take a break from studying or fuel 
themselves for a long night of the same.  Some bring study part-
ners and multitask while they eat.  Others distract their brains 
with the ever popular table games which are almost as im-
portant to this tradition as the food served. 

If	you	really	want	to	make	a	
friend,	go	to	someone's	house	
and	eat	with	him...	the	people	

who	give	you	their	food	give	you	
their	heart.	—Cesar	Chavez	 
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Our Stewardship of this Ministry 
 
These pictures display stewardship of our ministry – both lit-
erally and figuratively!  At left, Melissa Broussard represents 
the experienced end of our students, having been active 
throughout her undergrad years and continuing now in grad 
school.  Below right, Mallary Paoli is one of our newest stu-
dents.  Both kneel, sharing in 
an act of stewardship we call 
Spring Cleanup at WestM – 
caring for this place and the 
ministry which is rooted in and 
grows out of it.  We wrote 
earlier this year about the fact 

that we are living into a new era of how we fund our 
shared ministry.  As we face cutbacks and even cutoffs of 
our larger denominational funding, we will need to draw on 
both the old and the new, the more experienced and the 
fresh, as we find the way forward as stewards of our min-
istry with the OSU community.  We invite your prayers, 
your ideas, your gifts in sustaining our vital ministry. 


