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I write this as we turn the corner into the season of Advent, a season of hope and with it an 
eye to the change implicit in such hope.  Certainly this is the audacity of our Christian walk 
– that we journey in hope.  Rather than a Pollyanna optimism which denies the challenging 
realities and uncertainties we face in the world we share, such hope instead embodies a 
deep trust in the transforming power of love to literally bring change — in each of us as in-
dividuals and, more particularly, in our shared life together in community including a deep-
ening and broadening of our understanding of community itself. 
 
During the Fall term our Wednesday night Student Gathering has been exploring what theo-
logian Diana Butler-Bass terms “big C Christianity.”  She does not mean “big C” in terms of 
Constantine’s influence in bringing the power and pitfalls of church and state together as 
Christianity became the official religion of the Roman Empire.  Nor does she mean “big C” in 
terms of the creeds which were used to build fences separating those who were right from 
those who were wrong in the doctrines and beliefs they affirmed.  Rather, she means “big 
C” in terms of Jesus’ teaching known as the “Great Commandment” – that we are to love 
God with the whole of our being and that we are to love our neighbor as ourselves. Our 
journey through the term seems to have brought us to some other big C’s.  Loving God with 
the whole of our being brings a change in consciousness or awareness in understanding 
who God is in our world.  Loving ourselves more fully brings a similar change in our capacity 
to see ourselves more clearly  - to know ourselves as we are already known by God (as Paul 
reminds us).  And in loving our neighbor we are confronted with a new understanding that 
our neighbor is the person or persons we would most likely not claim in that way – and that 
we are challenged to grow in our compassion for others. 
 
This week our journey will focus on the narrative concerning the birth of Jesus as presented 
in The Gospel According to Luke.  This story of God’s breaking into our world is certainly a 
story of change rooted in hope — hope which takes form in the life of the newborn child, a 
child who, in maturity, will lead us in the ways of God — the way of justice and the way of 
peace.  We give thanks for your support which provides the opportunity to walk with these 
students as we journey through change and hope.     
 
Shalom,                         
 
 
Timothy Stover 
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Last spring our students, in an act of hope, 

took on the creation of a Victory Garden on 
the back side of WestM.  It was an exercise in 

caring patience, from creating biodegradable 

pots for starting the seeds and nursing them 

until sprouted on through the actual planting and 

tending of the garden to celebrating the harvest.  

Let’s just say that the tomatoes did quite well (lots of 

salsa), the squash vined away,  and we were blessed 

(as in hope fulfilled) and surprised when our spiky 

artichoke plants unexpectedly bore fruit in their first 

season. 
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Weekly Events 

 
Living the Questions 2 

Sundays, 10:10 AM, 1st United Methodist Church 
Tim Stover co-leads this lively exploration of pro-

gressive Christian understandings using the ac-

claimed DVD resource of the same title. 

 

Stone Soup 

Tuesdays, 3:30—7:30 PM, 1st Christian Church 
Come prepare and serve a free community meal 

for those who need food assistance.  Call or e-mail 

WestM to schedule a time to volunteer. 

 

University Learning Community 

Wednesdays, noon—1:00 PM 
Join us for conversation that challenges and nur-

tures the spirit as we share.  Conversation centers 

around the book The Future of Faith by Harvey 

Cox.  Feel free to bring your lunch. 
 

Student Gathering 

Wednesdays, 5:30—7:30 PM, WestM 
Join us for dinner (free) followed by our program 

time.  This quarter the focus will be on ???. 

 

Friday Night LiveFriday Night LiveFriday Night LiveFriday Night Live    includingincludingincludingincluding    

Reel to Real Film Nights where we enjoy a con-

temporary film and share the search for spiritu-

al truth. 

 

Random Acts of Play (RAP) where we share 

cooking parties and seasonal celebrations. 

 

Game Nights where we enjoy a variety of table 

games and snacks in good company.    
    

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Westminster House Staff 
 

Tim Stover 
Campus Minister 
Rae Sidlauskas 

Administrative Assistant 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Check out our updated website with links to current pictures. 
www.osuwestm.org 

 

We’re also on facebook as:                         
 WestM (United Campus Ministry at Westminster House) 

Pat Gurski RetiresPat Gurski RetiresPat Gurski RetiresPat Gurski Retires    

 

On the afternoon of June 25th, friends and supporters of WestM 

gathered to honor Pat Gurski as she prepared to retire following 

nearly 25 years of faithful service as our Administrative Assistant for 

United Campus Ministry.  As many of you know, Pat offered her 

own vital ministry of warm welcome and hospitality – a consistent 

and congruent image of our shared ministry.  Pat will enjoy more 

time for hiking, quilting and growing as a grandmother and we send 

our thanksgiving and prayers for her service. 

 

 

As of September, Rae SidlauskasRae SidlauskasRae SidlauskasRae Sidlauskas has replaced Pat as our administrative assistant.  

Rae and her husband , a professor in OSU’s Department of Fisheries and Wild-

life, moved to Corvallis this past summer from North Carolina.  When not hold-

ing down the fort at WestM, Rae enjoys cooking, gardening, and spending time 

with her cat and dog.  We welcome Rae to WestM and offer our thanks for the 

careful work of the selection team led by Roger Evans, Chair of the UCM Board 

Personnel Committee. 

WestM students sharing the well-fed look following anoth-

er home-cooked meal at the end of Spring term. 
The most popular part of our summer 

schedule is our tradition of sharing a day of 

whitewater rafting on the beautiful McKen-

zie River in the central Cascade Mountains.  

Campus Minister Tim Stover and skilled 

volunteers serve as raft captains while the 

students provide the power to dance with 

the river - something more than just “going 

with the flow.” 

 

A new tradition, already popular with the students, 

helps us celebrate the end of the first week of classes 

in the Fall as well as to enjoy the fruits of our labors 

as we play at grinding, pressing and pouring fresh ap-

ple cider thanks to the hospitality and vintage cider 

press of Jim and Judy Juntenen of Corvallis. 

EventsEventsEventsEvents    
 
OSU Martin Luther King, Jr. Observance, January 13OSU Martin Luther King, Jr. Observance, January 13OSU Martin Luther King, Jr. Observance, January 13OSU Martin Luther King, Jr. Observance, January 13----22, 22, 22, 22, 

2010.2010.2010.2010.  This will be the 28th annual observance of Dr. King’s 

life and ministry for OSU—one of the longest-standing such 

events in the nation.  It will also be the 10It will also be the 10It will also be the 10It will also be the 10thththth    anniversary of anniversary of anniversary of anniversary of 

our UCM hosting the our UCM hosting the our UCM hosting the our UCM hosting the Interfaith Prayer ServiceInterfaith Prayer ServiceInterfaith Prayer ServiceInterfaith Prayer Service.  Join us on 
Thursday, January 21st from 3-4 PM in MU 212 for this time 

to honor Dr. King’s concern for peace in our global commu-

nity.  For more calendar details, see http://oregonstate.edu/

diversity.mlk.html. 

 

Welcoming Diversity, February 15, 2010,Welcoming Diversity, February 15, 2010,Welcoming Diversity, February 15, 2010,Welcoming Diversity, February 15, 2010, 9AM-4PM, MU 

206.  Campus Minister Tim Stover will join with colleagues 

from the Campus Coalition Builders (OSU Chapter of Nation-

al Coalition Building Institute) to offer this workshop on di-

versity awareness and prejudice reduction for the OSU com-

munity.  Check with Tim if you are interested. 

 

What’s Next? A Time for Vocational Discernment.What’s Next? A Time for Vocational Discernment.What’s Next? A Time for Vocational Discernment.What’s Next? A Time for Vocational Discernment. A team of 

campus ministers and chaplains from five universities in West-

ern Oregon will lead two different retreats focused on dis-

cerning God’s calling for our lives and how that calling and 

our gifts and talents might be reflected in authentic vocation:  

a one-day retreat March 6th, 2010, for any interested adults, 

and a weekend retreat April 9-11, 2010, for college-age young 

adults up to age 30.  Check with Tim for details. 
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