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“To listen another’s soul into a condition of disclosure may be almost the greatest service that any 
human being ever performs for another.”      -Douglas Steere 
 
I write this as National Public Radio has us all preparing to celebrate a “National Day of Listening.”  I 
hope that you were blessed by someone who listened to you – on the day of celebration or on any 
other day.  Any day in which you are listened to, deeply, is a day of celebration. 
 

The one who listens to us blesses us with a gift of wholeness.  In listening they help us to bring our 
varied thoughts, feelings and experiences together into a coherent whole which we also might call 
our “story.”  And by hearing our story, the listener helps us to find or name the meaning in what 
might previously have seemed to be random, unrelated events in our lives. 
 

We have a practice of giving our graduating students books.  We used to give all the students the 
same book – something that we felt would nurture their continuing spiritual journey.  This practice 
has evolved as we have become clear about the unique journey that each of these students experi-
ences.  Now we try to listen carefully and deeply to the story that each student shares and to find a 
book that will encourage an extending and deepening of his or her own spiritual journey.  
 

This past June, as we called up our graduating students and offered the book gifts along with a brief 
explanation of why we had chosen that particular book, there were a number of immediate, apprecia-
tive responses stemming from recognition of an author or a subject of interest.  One student 
seemed to draw a blank on our choice of books.  The author was unknown and the subject seemed a 
bit abstract and random.  He accepted the book politely and returned to his seat while we continued 
our gifting.  I could see him thumbing through his book as if searching for an clue as to why we had 
chosen it for him.  Following dessert he approached and, with a brightness in his eyes, said, “Wow!  
You really have been listening to me through these years.”  I guess we got it right… 
 

We give thanks for the opportunity to share in this ministry – to share the lives of these students as 
we listen to their stories of their journeys in higher education – and to listen them to a place of co-
herence and meaning which shape their sense of purpose as they venture forth into the “real world.”  
          -Timothy Stover  
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“Do Justice, Love Kindness, and Walk humbly with your God.” - Micah 6:8 
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Sunday, Adult Class,  

Eclipsing Empire, 1st UMC 
This is an adult education offering using the         
resources of the Living the Questions series fo-
cused on coming to an understanding of the Apostle 
Paul and his continuity with the mission and teach-
ings of Jesus—and their respective relationships to 
the Roman Empire vis a vis the Kingdom of God. 
 

Tuesdays, Stone Soup (mission/service)   
Students prepare and serve an evening meal to the 
hungry of Corvallis.  We average 10-12 students   
assisting each week as we serve an average of 100 
meals. 
  
Wednesdays: University Learning Community 
This is a reading and discussion group composed   
primarily of faculty and staff ranging from 50-
something to 80-something in age.  This term we are 
reading A Political Reading of the Life of Jesus by 
George Baldwin. 
Student Gathering, This is our anchor program 
for students including a meal, worship and study.  
Our study this term is focused on Christian/Biblical 
perspectives on general electoral issues for October 
followed by an exploration of the roots of the  
Abrahamic Faith Traditions in November and        
December. 
 
Thursday:  Popcorn and Paul, This is a bible 
study on Paul’s letter to the Philippians with fresh 
popcorn snack as well. 
  
Friday:  FNL (Friday Night Live) which includes 
a regular rotation of Reel to Real (film nights), 
Game Nights, and RAP (random acts of play—
Halloween Party for October, Bowling vs. the   Cath-
olics in November and Christmas Cookie baking in 
December.  
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Fall Term Events 
 

 Cider Pressing Party, October 4 – a welcome back to 
school to connect with old friends and make some new ones.  
Join us in the orchard of Jim and Judy Juntenen as we pick 
and press – and bring a jug to fill.   
 
Rev. Isaiah Jones, Jr. Memorial Service, October 19– 
this is a time for the Corvallis community to gather in re-
membrance of our friend and colleague – and to sing some 
good ol’ gospel in his honor.  3 PM, 1st Presbyterian Church, 
Corvallis 
 
InVocation Retreat, October 24-26 – a retreat for     
college-age young adults who are discerning a calling to   
vocations in ordained ministry.  Join us at beautiful Camp 
Magruder on the north Oregon Coast.  Contact Tim Stover 
to learn more. 
 
Make a Joyful Noise Choral Celebration, November 9 – 
enjoy good fellowship and music as several church choirs 
from the mid-valley area combine their gifts in song in   
support of our shared campus ministry. 3 PM at 1st United 
Methodist Church, Corvallis 
 
OSU Transgender Awareness Week, November 17—21 – 
take advantage of one of the excellent programs offered 
during this week to learn and understand more about the 
complex issues related to gender identity and the experi-
ences of several of our OSU students. 
 

Habitat for Humanity Work Day, November 22 – help us 
raise the roof on the newest H4H house in Albany.  No  
special skill required.  Make a day of it from 8 AM – 4 PM. 
 
School of the Americas Watch Film, November 23 – Join 
us for a screening of On The Line, a new film teaching 
about the work of the SOA Watch group on this date of 
their annual protest at Ft. Benning, GA.  3 PM at WestM. 
 
Finals Week Pancake Feed, December 8 – All students 
are welcome to WestM for this free feast and a time for 
relaxing from study and exams or to study with friends.     
8 PM to 12 Midnight. 
 
Holden Village Service Learning Retreat, December 14—
20 – Gather with other fellow pilgrims as we journey north 
for our 3rd annual retreat in service to the Holden Village 
Retreat and Conference Center near Lake Chelan, WA.  
Contact Tim for details. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

Check out our updated website with links to current pictures.   
www.osuwestm.org 

 

  Check our facebook group:  WestM (United Campus Ministry at Westminster House) 

Repeat Performances 
 
The water is always clear and cold and the days are usually 
clear but warm as we celebrate our annual trek up to the 
beautiful McKenzie River for a day of river dancing (aka – 
white water rafting).  Here are two rowers (Alina and    
Rachel are members of the OSU Women’s Crew Team) 
ready to become enthusiastic paddlers in summer 2008. 
 
It was a “returned by special request” as we shared our 
2nd annual Cider Pressing Party at the end of the first 

week of Fall term 
classes.  We were 
blessed by a sunny 
day and an abun-
dance of apples at the Juntenen family orchard.  A    fo-
cused crew pressed around 25 gallons of tasty cider, solved 
some engineering design problems and had fun as well. 
 
 
InVocation 2008 was the second incarnation of a retreat for 
college-age young adults who are discerning a calling or voca-
tion in ordained minis-
try.   Tim Stover 

shares leadership for this event with the Rev. Karen Wood, 
associate chaplain for Willamette University, and their Lilly 
Project on Vocational Formation.  Here is this year’s crop 
gathered in Moss Chapel at Camp Magruder on the north Or-
egon Coast. 
 
 
For fourteen years our ministry has had a vital connection to 
the Stone Soup Kitchen ministry of providing meals for the 
hungry in Corvallis.  For more than ten of those years we 

hosted the Tuesday evening meal each 
week here at Westminster House – en-
gaging students in preparing and serving this meal.  We continue our respon-
sibility for the evening meal but do so through the hospitality (and remod-
eled kitchen) of 1st Christian Church.  We also do so through the diligent and 
committed service of many students. 
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Partnership Ministry 
 

The years that students spend in college encompass quite a bit of 
change as they mature in their sense of self and others (and even in 
their sense of “the Other”).  It can be an experience of both celebra-
tion and challenge journeying with them through the ups and downs of 
relationships – with roommates, friends, and with those friends who 
take on special significance as life partners.  Our ministry of journey-
ing with these couples as they closely examine their relationships and 
prepare for marriage is one of great privilege and responsibility.  And 
one of the great joys of this ministry with students comes in the ex-
perience of standing with them as they speak their words of covenant, 
of promise to one another.  And, given the breadth of our ministry 
with the OSU community, these journeys are not only with students 
but with faculty and staff as well.  Pictured here are OSU / WestM 

alums celebrating their re-
cent marriages:  Zachary 
Kreft and Tawyna Durand pictured in their local reception 
here at WestM following their July 2007 wedding at the 
Chapel by the Lake in Juneau, AK ; Julie Ream and Carl 
Christianson completing their vows in their September 
2008 wedding on Orcas Island. 


