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  “Some journeys are direct, and some are circuitous; some are heroic, and some are fearful and muddled.  
But every journey, honestly undertaken, stands a chance of taking us toward the place where our deepest 
gladness meets the world’s deep need.”  Parker Palmer 
 

I think Parker Palmer would affirm that campus ministry is an act of walking on holy ground as we are privi-
leged to share in the journeys of these young adults as they scratch their heads in wonderment, try on some 
ideas about their futures, and as they listen carefully to discern where they are being called in life vocations.  
And our ministry, while focused primarily with young adults, actually spans generations in our work with high 
school youth prior to college as well as with faculty and staff and others in the community who are engaged 
with and by our ministry. 
 

 It might begin as we facilitate a group of middle and high school teens at the recent OSU Peace Jam 
as they find their voices and declare their intention to become men who refute the many negative 
stereotypes of our society – to blaze a new trail to manhood for themselves and others. 

 It happens in our Student Gathering as we share a journey through Lent discovering what it means to 
be, in the words of the first Christians, People of the Way – those who, by our daily living, proclaim 
the reality of God’s Kingdom. 

 It is shared as students gather in a retreat titled Got Plans?  Making a Living, Trailblazing a Life – 
where they will gain tools for discerning their calling both for vocation and avocation. 

 It is embodied in our monthly offering of Prayers for the Journey as we create interactive spaces of 
inviting light and harmonious, calming quiet for prayer and reflective listening by those who venture 
into the experience. 

 It is realized when we receive letters from former students telling us that their experiences with and 
through WestM have prepared them well for the next steps on their journeys even as they invite us 
to continue in our journey with them clear across the continent (courtesy of the marvels of electronic 
communication). 

 It continues as our University Learning Community models the values of life-long learning (and the on-
going journey of understanding self and, maybe, God) as this group of 50-something to 70-something 
adults gathers each Wednesday for study and conversation.  As one member, a retired music educa-
tor said recently, “This is the deepest thing I do in my week.” 

 

And so it is that we offer deep thanks for the privilege of sharing journey, even sacred journey, with these 
students of all ages.  We offer thanks to the many of you who share in these journeys through your support of 
this traveling ministry.  
 
 Shalom, 
 

Timothy Stover 

 

Westminster House

541-753-2242 
westminsterhouse@comcast.net 
www.osuwestm.org 



United Campus Ministry 

At 

Oregon State University 

Weekly Events 

 

Stone Soup 

Tuesdays, 3:30-7:30 PM, 1st Christian Church 

Come prepare and serve a free community meal for 
those who need food assistance.  Call or e-mail WestM 
to schedule a time to volunteer. 
 

Spirituality Circle  

Day and Time TBA 

This group is for individuals who seek ever more deeply 
to live an authentic life, to connect with humanity and 
creation, and to encounter the Sacred.  We gather to 
share our stories and to support one another on our 
journeys of meaning-making and transformation.  Be-
cause this group is organic with a growing shared lead-
ership, both content and pedagogy vary based on the 
gifts of the members.  Through the use of a common 
book, or music, art, silence, reflection, journaling, listen-
ing and ritual, we walk with one another on our paths of 
becoming.  Contact Leah for more information. 

  

University Learning Community 

Wednesdays, Noon—1:00 PM Join us for con-

versation that challenges and nurtures the spirit as we 
share. Conversation will center around the book, Moral 
Man and Immoral Society: A Study of Ethics and 
Politics by Reinhold Niebuhr. 

Feel free to bring  your lunch. 

 

Student Gathering 

Wednesdays, 5:30-7:30 PM Join us for dinner 

(free) followed by our program time.  This quarter we’ll 
be sharing our faith stories using images and truths 
from various forms of media (children’s books, music, 
film, etc) that have informed and formed our spiritual 
journeys. 
 

Reel to Real 

Fridays, April 11, May 2, June 6, 8:00 PM 

Join us as we view a popular film and share conversa-
tion seeking out the images of faith and /or spiritual 
truth it holds for us (“nutritainment”).  The popcorn will 
be warm and fresh as will time with friends. 
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Leah McCullough       Tim Stover 
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Pat Gurski 
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Spring Term Events 
 

Got Plans? Making a Living and Trailblazing a Life Retreat 
April 4-6, Camp Adams 
On this retreat young adults will be invited to explore calling, vocation 
and how to live an authentic life.  Through small sharing groups, art, 
worship, labyrinth walking, play, music, and time in the great out-
doors, we’ll explore together who God is calling us to be and what 
God is calling us to do with our lives.  Leadership will be provided by 
campus ministers, chaplains and denominational young adult leaders 
across Oregon, and nationally known singer-songwriter, Carrie New-
comer, will be in concert on Saturday night.  The retreat is open to all 
students on our college campuses AND young adults ages 18-29 in 
our churches.  Check out—www.gotplans.net 
 

Habitat for Humanity Work Day 
Saturday, April 19,  7:45 AM—4:00 PM 
Join us as we continue construction of the Albany house. 
 
Prayers for the Journey 
April 14, May 12 
Just as we need food for our physical bodies, so too we need spiritual 
sustenance for our souls.  Join us in this space that is set apart for 
you to be still and to listen to your heart, reflect on your journey, and 
attune to the Sacred.  You are invited to just sit, be, and contemplate, 
or to engage experientially in prayer stations through art, writing, mu-
sic, lighting candles, and movement.  Choose your own pace, engage 
in the stations of your choice and stay as long as you like.  Come, 
connect, listen, and offer prayers for your journey. 
 

Holocaust Memorial Week 
April 30-May 2 OSU Campus 
For program calendar see the website: 
www.oregonstate.edu/dept/holocaust 
 

Spring Clean-up Day 
April 24, 4:00—6:00 PM 
Bring your garden gloves and tools and join the party as we spruce up 
and clean up the landscape around this venerable old house.  Let us 
know you are coming and plan to stay for pizza as we finish. 
 

Donor Thank You Dinner 
Wednesday, April 30, 5:30—700 PM 
Students and board members will say “thank you” to our donors by 
providing a delicious meal, personal stories and a video   re-cap of 
our year. 
 

Pride Week 
May 5-9 
WestM will be hosting the film, For the Bible Tells Me So 
(TBA) 
 

 National Student Forum 
May 22-25, Washington DC 
 Join us in this gathering of United Methodist Students from 
around the nation (and world) at American University in Wash-
ington, D.C. as we focus on Gandhi's words in the theme:  Be 
The Change:  The Fruit of Love.  We will participate in immer-
sion trips and work in the area to learn of life in our nation's 
capitol. 
 

Finals Week Pancake Feed 
Monday, June 9, 9:00 PM –12:00 Midnight 
All students are invited to enjoy free pancakes during the Monday of 
finals week!   



Individuals 

Hokie & Jean Adams 
Norm & Margaret Anderson 
Libby Ankarberg 
Roy & Jane Arnold 
John & Beverly Arthur  
Nancy Ashby 
Jim Ballard 
Tom & Ann Bateman 
Mike Beilstein 
Dave & Cammie Bella 
Darrel & Jean Bibler 
Ned Bibler 
John & Alice Block 
Paul & Emily Boling 
Michael Borman 
Ray & Greta Brooks 
George & Joan Brown 
Charlie Bruce 
John  & Kathleen Buchner  
Robert Bulkley 
Joan Caldwell 
Jim & Christine Cantey  
Mary Jo Capps 
Glenna Carter 
Emery & Betty Castle 
Elisa Chandler 
Sidney Chase 
Greg & Rosemary Christianson 
Lula Clarke 
Richard & Rosalie Clinton 
Kathy Conner 
Dick Converse 
Curt and Joan Cook 
Gary Cooper 
Gene & Norma Craven 
Noble Deckard 
Carroll & Gerry DeKock 
Paul Dickey 
Gretchen Doering 
Allan & Pamella Doerksen 
Linda Driskill 
Barney & Rosanna Duberow 
Marv and Beverly Durham 
Dale Edwards 
John Edwards & Karen Patrick 
Lynn & Roberta Egli 
Gary Enschede 
John & Ellie Erkkila 
Jay & Holly Farr 
Doug Faulconer 
Louise Ferrel 
Bill & Ellen Ford 
Jeanne Fukuji 
Earl Garthwait 
Richard and Debbie Garvin 
Jody Gaylord 
 

 

 

 

Linda Gebetsberger 
Bill & Leslie Glassmire 
Matthew Gregory 
Marsha Gulick 
Pat Gurski 
Don & Roberta Hall 
Jim Hall 
LeBron Hardie 
Charles Haskell 
Aleita Hass Holcombe 
Ed & June Hemmingson 
Ed & Nancy Henderlite 
Vicki Hesse 
Warren Hovland 
Jim & Helen Hukari 
John & Marilyn Hull 
Mike & Carol Huntington 
Lyle & Sharon Hutchens 
Peter & Barbara Hutton 
Jim & Pat Jackson 
Glenn & Judy Jaquith 
Pat Johnson & Dorothy Price 
Robert & Priscilla Johnson 
Bruce Keim 
Bob & Shirley Kingsbury 
Karen Knutson 
Francis & Betty Lawrence  
Muriel Lawrence 
Steven Leider 
Shirley Leisinger 
Craig & Nancy Leman 
Ardis Letey 
Karen Long 
Richard Lumsden 
Eleanor MacDonald 
Philip Magnusson 
Gary & Betty Massoni 
Sally McBride 
Tom & Patty McClintock 
Leah McCullough 
Eldon McEldowney 
Courtney McHill 
Lori Meihoff 
Judy Michael 
Linda Miller 
Betty Miner 
Ron & Nancy Mohler 
Nancy Mol 
Daryl & Julie Monk 
John & Gretchen Morris 
Rich & Midge Mueller 
John & Linda Myers 
Virgil Myers 
Gregory Nelson 
Pete & Susie Nelson 
Bruce Nichols 
Elizabeth Oettinger 
Logan Oettinger 

Art Olson 
Clarence Omoto 
Nancy Orcutt 
Phyllis Pearson 
Spence & Shirley Peterson 
Wayne &Verlyne Phillips 
Bill & Lena Proebsting 
Fred & Helen Quale 
Carolyn Raab 
Gordon & Kathleen Reistad 
Eunice & Stephen Robb 
Margaret Robinson 
Leon & Marilyn Roland 
Greg & Kristin Rorrer 
Rob Sahr 
Hal & Kaija Salwasser 
Chuck & Linda Schmidt 
David Scranage 
John Shea 
Keith & Doris Sherry 
Del & Ruth Shirley 
Jim & LoErna Simpson 
Tammy Skubinna 
Bill & Ann Smart 
Josh & Anna Smith 
Ken & Linda St. Pierre 
Bob & Monine Stebbins 
John & Gen Storz 
Larry Stover  
Tim &Julie Stover 
Wayne & Ramona Stover 
Parker Wood Swanson 
Martin &  Marian Thompson 
Cliff & JoAnn Trow 
Tony & Louise Van Vliet 
Allan & Dawn Vermuelen 
Fred Vescelus 
Lori & John Voohrees 
John & Julie Wager 
John & Susan Watson 
Roger Weaver 
Charles  Wendt 
Susan & Lloyd Westcott 
Marc & Julie Willis 
Ray & Nancy William 
Howard & Virginia Wilson 
Joe & Lois Marie Zaerr 
Caroline Zaworski 
Priscilla Zaworski 
Don & Priscilla Zobel 
 
 
 

Thanks to these persons and groups who have supported our ministry in 2007 



UCM Board Members 
United Church of Christ   
  Rev. Elizabeth Oettinger 
  Kathy Hall 
  Kate Stewart 
  Kristin Rorrer 
Presbyterian Church 
  John Block 
United Methodist 
  Bill Ford 
  Rev. Courtney McHill 
  Judy Michael 
  LoErna Simpson 
  Dawn Vermeulen 
Christian Church (Disciples) 
  Rev. Paul Boling 
  Pamella Doerksen 
At Large 
 Brian Lee 
 John Shea—Treasurer   

Churches and Organizations 

Central Pacific Conference, United Church of Christ 
Christian Women’s Fellowship -   
   Pendleton 1st Christian Church 
First Christian Church -Corvallis 
First Congregational United Church of Christ, Corvallis 
First Presbyterian Church -Corvallis 
First Presbyterian Church -Newport 
First United Methodist Church -Corvallis 
 NAACP - Corvallis 
Presbytery of the Cascades 
Presbyterian Women -Corvallis 
United Methodist Church Oregon-Idaho Conference 
Verne Catt McDowell Corporation 
Westminster Foundation of Oregon 

In Kind Donations 
Robert Blackman 
John Block 
Betty Carlson 
Matt Dawson 
Judy French 
Bill Ford 
Kathy Hall 
Todd & Lisa Hamilton 
LeBron Hardie  
Ann Hawkins 
Vicki Hesse 
Hours Exchange 
Jacob & Andrea Fifhause 
Pat Johnson 
Brian Lee 
Patty McClintock 
Elizabeth Oettinger 
Karen Patrick 
Bill & Lena Proebsting 
Kristin  Rorrer 
John Shea 
LoErna Simpson 
Janet Spence 
Nicole Wager 

From the Board 
 

We have cause to celebrate at Westminster House!  Thanks to all of our supporters in making this past 
year a success in ministry.  Our staff is hard at work in reaching out to students in a variety of ways. Our 
board is looking towards this next year as a big one.  Last year we closed the financial gap considerably 
but in order to keep up the good work of our campus ministry we must continue to give to WestM.  Thank 
you so much to those who increased their giving and continue to support Westminster House. Although we 
have made gains, we must continue to step up to the goal in 2008.  In looking towards the future, the 
board has set a goal of raising $50,000 to cover expenses of ministry for the 2008 budget. 
  
As Board Chair and member of the development committee, I have seen first hand the ministry of United 
Campus Ministry.  I have flipped pancakes, chatted with students at Student Gathering, and have heard 
stories of deep experiences.  I burst with pride when I see our churches get involved in this amazing minis-
try.  I get enthused with the visions of ministry to come as I listen to the commitment of students and our 
fabulous campus pastors to where God is calling.  In order to see those visions through, we must ask for 
your gifts.  We hope that you will take advantage of this opportunity to give to this transformational minis-
try.  Thank you! 
  
Courtney McHill 
Associate Pastor 
Corvallis First United Methodist Church 

 

Check out our updated website with links to current pictures.   

www.osuwestm.org 

 

We’re also on facebook as:  WestM (United Campus Ministry at Westminster House) 



 The journey to Holden Village felt a bit like the beginning to a nursery rhyme. First was the long drive to the 
bed and breakfast, where we were greeted by an exuberant cat and a fresh layer of crystalline snow. Then came the 
ferry ride through the gray lake with a darkening sky above and the gradually fading of cell phone signals, and finally 
a trip up the hill and into the village in a cold and well-packed school bus sporting a good 6 inches of snowflakes on 
its roof. After the fairy tale journey into the Holden, it was hardly a surprise to see a tiny town straight out of the Polar 
Express spread into the valley before us. 
 Our first greeter within the village was Olaf, an independent four year old adventurer who was much better 
at scrambling around on the icy paths than I. He was one of a herd of little ones who seemed to exemplify the spirit of 
Holden- silliness, fairness, and holy hilarity. I watched them embrace two young girls who came to the village towards 
the end of our stay. They were part of a “permanent” Holden family, meaning that they’d be staying for a year or two. 
The other kids dutifully helped unload their belongings and then quickly made sure that the new kids knew that any 
shyness would be unnecessary. 
 Besides the exuberant love of the village children, the most striking part of Holden was the way that for-
eignness and familiarity lived comfortably together. I’d never shoveled an inch of snow in my life, yet quickly found 
myself armed with an effective-looking metal shovel that stayed with me for a good eight hours. I’d never gone sled-
ding before, at least not in a way that seemed adequate. At Holden, Mary Beth and I went sledding down Chalet Hill 
late at night, choosing our transportation with the help of the expert sledders from the elementary school.  
 I was constantly placed in situations and environments that I’d never been a part of, but I always knew that 
I would be perfectly alright with whatever challenge was thrown at me. Our whole group embraced this concept- we 
ripped two lodge floors of carpet in just a few days. It was four degrees outside, and we were stripped down to  
t-shirts. It was good hard work. 
 The hard work of village maintenance was beautifully intertwined with the equally hard work of the spirit. 
Holden pulls emotions out into the open with surprising ease, and the nightly vespers services were a time for spiritu-
al rest and intentional reflection. As we prayed and sang together (because Lutherans must sing everything), it was 
easy to imagine staying at Holden for a long time, and to be completely fulfilled. 
 Our retreat from Holden was not as picturesque as our way there. We got off the ferry to the news of a 
coming storm, and drove through the night to get back to OSU rather than staying at the Bed and Breakfast to mull 
over our experience. It was a jolt of reality that seemed to be a reminder of the world we were returning to, but now, 
from my real-life world that is so inherently different from the reality of Holden Village, I know that I can conjure the 
memory of the village and feel at home and at peace. 
 Erin Miller, a first year student from Eugene, is creating her own degree combining English, K-12 Education and Pub-
lic Health.  In her free time she enjoys singing, playing on her Mac, cooking and eating vegan cuisine and defending the ultimate 
grooviness of Jesus.  According to Erin, she is “never not on facebook”. 

  

Holden Village:  Where Foreignness and Familiarity Live Comfortably Together 



   

 

 

Students build friendships at WestM         
social events like game and bowling 

nights and cheese-making and             
pizza parties. 

 

 

 

WestM students brave a 
cold winter day to help 
“raise the walls” on the 
new Albany Habitat for 

Humanity house. 

Students, staff and faculty participants in the Art and Soul 
group create mandalas as a spiritual practice. 

 

 

 



  
I will be returning to my hometown and family at the end of spring  
term after six years of school away. I have accepted an entry-level  
structural engineering position with a firm in downtown Baltimore.  
This will be my first job as a practicing bridge engineer; something  
that I have been looking forward to for a long time now. Outside of  
work, I am hoping to become more involved with volunteering and spend 
some time getting reacquainted with the natural wonders of my native  
state. I will probably also get roped into the occasional weekend  
yard sales and home repairs for my folks, but I am looking forward to that as 
well. 
 

Matt Dawson, a graduate student from Fowblesburg, Maryland, will complete his 
MS in Structural Engineering.  Matt, who enjoys service projects and international 
development, has put his gifts to work on WestM work trips and Habitat for Hu-
manity builds. 

Despite four years of education at Oregon State and a looming graduation 
deadline, I am not sure what is to become of me.  Like so many graduates 
in my position, I have opted for the plan that gives me another two years to 
figure my life out.  This July I will be leaving my family, my friends, the Unit-
ed States, and life as I know it, to join the Peace Corps.  Of all the values I 
have learned at school, church, and in life, bravery was not one of them.  It 
is, of course, something that cannot be taught.  So here is my chance, rare 
today, to be courageous.  If I can withstand the ravages of Africa’s AIDS 
pandemic, then perhaps I will better know what I can do for society and the 
world.  I pray it will be a stepping stone to a meaningful life.  
 

Beth Parker, WestM’s favorite feminist activist and summer camp counselor, hails 
from Eugene.  As president of the Feminist Majority Leadership Alliance, she’s 
been spotted in the Quad smashing scales during Eating Disorder Week and selling 
soup to raise money for the men’s homeless shelter. 

 

 

Next Steps 
 

WestM will say goodbye to several graduating students this June.  We are grateful for the ways they 

have made a difference in our lives as we have journeyed together.  Hear from several of them as they 

share where their paths lead next. 

 I have gotten to the point recently that I see graduation from Oregon State 
University as the biggest adventure in my life so far. I don’t know what it is 
that I want to do with my life, so right now my future is a great big blank 
slate. I am planning on taking some time off from school to decide what it is 
that I want to do with my life. I do know that I would like to get a Masters de-
gree in some field, but as I have said I still have a lot of things to figure out. 
For this next year I am exploring some options such as Americorps and 
United Methodist missions work to get me out and working with people, and 
give me some experience that doesn’t come from a book.   
 
Jenn Webb is a self-described “music junkie”.  To prove it—she’s a music major, 
singer extraordinaire, church choir director, DJ at 88.7 KBVR—Corvallis, and 
ballroom dancer.  When not doing something musical, she’s probably participating 
in her other interest—sleeping. 
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Prayers for the Journey: An Evening of Contemplative Prayer 
 

Once a month, we find ourselves transforming the McLean Room 
with fabric, sacred images, ordinary objects, art supplies and hun-
dreds of candles to create a place set apart for quiet, meditation and 
contemplative prayer.  We create a sacred space filled with a variety 
of prayer stations where individuals are invited to encounter the Holy, 
listen more deeply to one’s own heart, and reflect on one’s relation-
ship with humanity and all of creation as one journeys onward.  This 
offering of prayer and worship space has been well received by mem-
bers of the OSU community as reflected in these comments. 
 

Thanks!  I wanted to thank you once again for putting so much 
thoughtful effort into the quiet space for prayers.  I have several friends who have passed away just since 
my father's passing.  It was a great comfort to come in and light a candle for each of them, say some spe-
cial prayers for their journey, and shed some special tears for my sense of personal loss.  It was especially 
meaningful to me this month.  Thank you. 

 

It was the most prayerful event I have attended in I don’t know how 
long, a beautifully and carefully-designed worship space . . . I spent 
about an hour moving from station to station, and left more whole than 
when I walked in. 
 

We are grateful for grant funding we received from the Westminster 
Foundation of the Cascades Presbytery which has enabled us to pro-
vide this gift to the OSU and Corvallis communities.  All are welcome 
to join us anytime you are able!  Contact us for dates. 
 

 

 


