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An excited voice calls to me from behind the Resident Assistant desk as I round the corner in Finley Hall.  Shelly, 
who had taken the Feminist Theology class I co-taught in the spring, calls me over and enthusiastically shares that she has 
started painting again.  Taking the course has caused her to reflect more seriously on her faith journey and to begin to explore 
the feminine divine through her art.  

Patty has been training for the Portland marathon, as have I, thus we occasionally check in with each other to see how 
the training is going. One night she shares with me that an injury has interrupted her training, and she jokingly says that if she 
isn’t able to run soon, she may have to “start going to church.”  She wonders aloud if running has become a spiritual practice 
for her.  I confess that showering is a spiritual practice for me, which opens the door for more conversation about the “non-
churchy” ways people connect with the Sacred. 
 Turning to see who has tugged at my arm as I walk from the MU, I meet Lisa’s smiling face.  Lisa and I have worked 
for the last two years, she as a rafting guide and I as a cook, for OSU’s Footsteps program for incoming first year students.  
This year, as we sat around the campfire one evening, she shared some of her spiritual journey, including her struggles of 
whether or not she identifies as an agnostic. 
 Sitting in a circle around a sacred center table that holds symbolic objects of each gathered person’s journey, I am 
struck by the intimacy that has developed among us.  Guided by Parker Palmer’s book, Let Your Life Speak, this community of 
OSU graduate students, staff and faculty, has become a safe place for people in significant life and vocational transitions.  
Through deep listening, vulnerable sharing, laughter, and tears, we support each other on our journeys toward authenticity and 
wholeness.   
 Kelly extends an invitation via e-mail to join her for coffee.  As we sit in the MU JavaStop she shares that she and her 
partner are struggling and that divorce is imminent.  I listen and offer to be supportive in whatever ways I can be. 
 Each of these encounters, these interactions, these relationships is a sacred moment – the holy ground of campus min-
istry.   This is what it means to do “campus” ministry.  Most, if not all, of these folks would never attend a worship service, or 
Bible study, or even a service project at WestM.  Yet, they are people who care deeply about their spiritual journeys and seek 
diligently the path to wholeness.  They are also people who trust us, and we honor that sacred trust.  These are the people with 
whom we connect when we leave the building and cross Monroe Street.  These are the relationships we nurture when we sit on 
committees to plan and facilitate programs during MLK, Holocaust Memorial and Pride Weeks, lead Welcoming Diversity 
workshops, and teach classes, and conduct Resident Assistant trainings.  These are the people with whom we thoughtfully en-
gage at “This I Believe” or “Speaking of Faith,” or pastorally listen to their story over a cup of coffee. 

Recent research on spirituality in higher education conducted by Alexander and Helen Astin at UCLA, and reported 
in the November 2006 edition of the Journal for College and Character, confirms my assertion.  Here are students’ response 
percentages for some key items in their survey.  

Searching for purpose and meaning in life – 78% 
Discuss religion/spirituality with friends – 78% 
We are all spiritual beings – 77% 
Pray – 77% 
Religious/spiritual beliefs helped develop my identity – 73% 

 Gain strength by trusting in a higher power – 71% 
 Find religion to be personally helpful – 71% 
 Thankful to God for all that has happened to me – 68% 
 Integrating spirituality into my life is essential – 58% 

 
             (continues on page 2) 
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Art and Soul:  Creating as a Spiritual Practice, 

Tuesdays, 7:00—9:00 p.m., Oct. 9—Nov. 13 

Creating art is a wonderful way to connect with 
the Creator, to pray, to play, and to be in the pre-
sent moment.  It’s also fun!  Together we will cre-
ate mandalas, listen to our lives and share our 
stories. 
 

Student Gathering, Wednesdays, 5:30-7:30  

p.m., WestM 

We convene at 5:30 for a (free) meal followed by 
a “Gathering” which may include any combination 
of singing, community building, worship, study, 
art, prayer, conversations, laughter, quiet, reflec-
tion, and connecting with self, others and God.  
Join us for food, fun, fellowship, faith formation, 
and friends! 
 

Speaking of Faith, Day & Time TBA, Campus 

Location, TBA 

Join  the conversation and be enriched as we 
share the amazing gifts offered by the National 
Public Radio program, Speaking of Faith, to ex-
plore both the depth and breadth of the faith spirit 
as it lives and moves in our own nation as well as 
in cultures around the world.  A podcast of  SOF 
program will help us focus the conversation each 
week. 
 

University Learning Community 

Wednesdays, Noon—1:00 PM WestM 

Join us for conversation as we explore Chris 
Hedges’ Losing Moses on the Freeway:  The 10 
Commandments in America. 

Feel free to bring your lunch. 

 

“Friday Night Live,”  Most Fridays,         

Times vary, WestM 

“Friday Night Live”  activities will include: 

 Reel to Real with Tim—Oct. 5, Nov. 2,  
      Nov 30, 8:00 p.m. 

 RAP (Random Acts of Play) with Leah—   
Oct. 12, Nov. 16, 5:00 p.m.  

 Game Night—Oct. 19, Nov. 16, 5:30 p.m. 
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Fall Events 
 

Hike and Picnic, September 28, 3:00 p.m. 
Weather permitting, we’ll “get outdoors” on a local Corvallis trail, 
stopping along the way for a picnic dinner. 
 

Prayers for Peace , Sept. 21, Oct. 29, Nov. 29  - An Evening 
of Contemplative Prayer, 5:00—9:00 p.m. 
In the midst of the gathered community, you will be invited to 
move individually and at your own pace through a series of self-
guided prayer stations.  You will be able to engage experiential-
ly and contemplatively in prayers of peace for the world,   others 
and yourself. 
 

Service Retreat, October 26-27 
We’ll join with campus ministry students from other campuses at 
Koinonia House (K-House) at the University of Oregon for an 
overnight retreat.  We’ll have time for hanging out, building com-
munity, worship, play, and on Saturday will complete a commu-
nity service project (specifics TBA) together. 
 

Make a Joyful Noise A Choral Celebration, October 28, 3:00 
p.m.  Hosted at First United Methodist Church this concert will 
feature choirs and ensembles from Mid-Valley United Methodist 
Churches and partnering congregations. 
 

Finals Week Pancake Feed, Dec. 3, 9:00 p.m.—12: 00 midnight  

All students are invited to enjoy free pancakes during the  Mon-
day of finals week!  We begin serving at 9:00 PM and finish at 
12:00 midnight. 
 

Holden Village , December 8-17, 2007   
Join us for our 2nd annual winter work trip to Holden Village, a 
Lutheran camp/retreat in the wilderness near Lake Chelan, WA.  
Our work will include whatever is needed in the village, likely 
continued renovation work on one of the buildings.  In addition 
to the work ,we will live, eat, pray, and play with the villagers in 
intentional Christian community, participating in the daily and 
weekly rhythms of prayer and worship, work and play, solitude 
and community, action and contemplation.  This is a wonderful 
trip to slow down and reconnect with your soul and God after a 
busy term.  The quiet and beauty of the wilderness will amaze 
you.  The love and acceptance of the community will nurture 
you.  The worship, play and work will feed and renew you. 
__________________________________________________ 

(Leah’s article continued  from page one) 
At the same time, only 55% of students are satisfied with how their 
college experience has “provided opportunities for religious/
spiritual reflection.”  
 Is higher education neglecting an important responsibility, 
and thus failing its’ students?  Do these statistics and my  anecdotal 
evidence confirm the need for WestM to be present and reach out to 
the campus community in new and intentional ways?   Are members 
of the OSU community seeking what our ministry, with God’s help, 
has the ability to offer?  Yes! Yes! Yes!  I believe we do have a 
wonderful opportunity and significant responsibility to respond 
faithfully to these needs.  Please be in prayer for us as we explore 
possibilities with campus professionals, listen for God’s direction, 
and discern with each other the ways God is calling us to respond to 
the spiritual needs of the OSU community.   
    Leah McCullough 



Adventures of a “Culture of Call” Camping Intern 
 by Jenn Webb 

 

When someone offers you your idea of a perfect summer job it’s hard to say no, so I didn’t. I enthusiastically embraced the idea 
of being a camping intern for Oregon-Idaho United Methodist Camping and Retreat Ministries/Board of Ordained Ministry. My 
job was to encourage the campers to think about what their calling in life is and how they can minister to others while pursuing 
that calling.  While I was doing this I also got to travel to some of the most beautiful places in the United States- the Oregon 
Coast, the Sawtooth Mountains of Idaho, and Central Oregon amid the Cascades. 
 Not everything about this summer was easy. The hours were long, the schedule was grueling, and often things didn’t 
go according to plan. Much of the time when I showed up to a camp I didn’t know if I was going to be a counselor, or just an-
other adult hanging out. At one camp I became a counselor about one hour before the campers arrived!  
 Even though there were parts of the summer that were really hard for me, emotionally, physically, and spiritually, I 
think that these experiences helped me to grow and stretch beyond my previous self-imposed boundaries. This summer I coun-
seled, backpacked, rafted, drove a suburban, went to a camp outside of Oregon, and many other things for the first time. I hope 
that because I was going through this self-discovery process that I was able to better help the middle and high schoolers I was 
working with who were trying to do the same thing.  
 Talking to high school and middle school aged campers was very enlightening for me. I learned so much from people 
that I never imagined that I would- eighth grade drug addicts, sixteen-year-old students from Japan, determined first time hik-
ers. All of these people, and many others, have permanently influenced my life and my 
perceptions because of their actions and words. Who knew that these kids could be so 
wise without even trying?  
 I don’t know if I will ever get another chance to spend the entire summer like 
this, but I hope to bring some of what I learned this summer into the rest of my life. I 
want to live everyday like I am at summer camp. 
 

 Much of Jenn Webb's life revolves around music.  The senior music education major 
from Salem sings in the OSU Chamber Choir, directs the church choir at College UMC 
in Philomath, and works as a DJ at 88.7 KBVR-FM on campus.  When she's not doing 
music, Jenn enjoys watching movies with her roommates, reading and ballroom danc-
ing. 

Mysterious Ways 
 by Julie Clark 

 

This past June I and a group of Americans spent two weeks at the orphanage of Krasni Hutor, in the north-western  
region of Ukraine.  There were twenty-two native speakers, two translators, and 150 kids between the ages of five and fifteen.  
There were sixteen foreigners [Americans] and a four-year-old sharing twelve air mattresses, one shower, two meals a day, and 
a friendly strain of something akin to dysentery.  Our nearest medical experts were two nurses, both armed with Neosporin and 
basic antibiotics.  Apart from these angels of mercy, the nearest city with a hospital was a two-hour drive away.   

But who had time to be sick?  We were there for the kids.  Every day included wrestling, soccer, laughing, praying, 
sometimes crying, and always a sense of family.  We and the kids loved every second of it.  Although we and the kids barely 
communicated beyond hand gestures, the kids were able to understand how much we love them, and we saw how much they 
love and miss us.   
 One relationship was particularly poignant to me.  I had given up hope that Angalina, a girl in my Bible study group, 
would warm up to me during our nine day stay.  That very night, Angalina prayed for me, called me her big sister, and hugged 
me as tightly as she could as we both cried in each others’ arms.  Despite my complete illiteracy at reading her   alphabet, every 
letter that Angalina and any of her friends now send me, all the way over here in the United States, makes me run through the 
house dancing and whooping. 
 Forty people regularly give up their summers, even their jobs and apartments, to be with these kids and teens, to teach 
them the word of God and to pass on the messages, “God loves you.  You are part of His fam-
ily, and His family loves you so very much.”  We were there to teach and to remind each other 
of what God has in store. 
 With the organization and wisdom of twenty-two Ukrainian staff members and the 
ministry of Music Mission Kyiv, we introduced God’s love and calm to the future of Ukraine.  
The children there changed my life and I know, with deep joy, I will go back to see those kids 
every single summer of my life for as long as I can.  I will never be the same after what God 
has done in the children’s lives and ours, and I glorify Him for that.  
 

Julie Clark , who was born into an Air Force family and grew up living in Taiwawie Bay 
(New Zealand) and Capistrano Beach (CA), is a sophomore double majoring in Horticulture 
and Anthropology.  In her spare time she enjoys gardening, cooking and tending her 572 pets 
(Red Wriggler earth worms, all named Shaitan and Nibbles). 
 
 



Changing the Nature of Conversation 

 

Have you listened to any of the This I Believe essays which have been read on National Public Radio newscasts over 

the past couple of years?  As you have listened, have you pondered what you might say in a brief (2-3 minute) offering 

giving voice to a core belief, understanding or value which brings meaning and purpose to your living? 

 

This is both the opportunity and challenge which WestM, under Leah McCullough’s guidance, placed before the OSU 

community during the 2006-07 academic year.  We took this opportunity to speak and hear from the heart directly to 

the heart of the OSU campus as we met in the Memorial Union during Tuesday noon hours for three terms.  Those 

twenty-seven who responded to the challenge ranged from undergrads to faculty and top-level administrators (and 

even some campus ministers!).  And while they struggled with the assignment, they consistently offered great thanks for 

the opportunity to struggle and gain clarity.  Those who listened and responded were enriched and both broadened 

and deepened in their own journeys of understanding.  As one student affairs administrator testified, this had a ripple 

effect as it changed the nature of conversations on a variety of levels on the campus.  It was a gift! 

 

This Fall term, under Tim Stover’s guidance, we begin a new offering employing the resources of another NPR pro-

gram, Speaking of Faith with Krista Tippet, a weekly conversation about religion, meaning, ethics, and ideas. Each 

week we will share a program (Tuesday noon hour in the MU) from the SOF archives related to the theme of Whole-

ness and Healing – a concern which is found at the heart of all of the world’s great spiritual traditions - to focus our 

conversation about the myriad ways in which religious/spiritual impulses inform every aspect of life and culture on 

campus and in our larger community.  We offer this gift to the OSU community through your support!   

  WestM student, Emilie Goodling, who serves as a medic in 
the Oregon National Guard, was deployed to Iraq this past 
summer.  She has been able to maintain contact with us via e-
mail as she has been stationed in Balad.  Here is an excerpt of 
her recent communication. 
 

Around here is all farm land.  It looks like most people are 
growing corn.  I went out on a mission yesterday.  We filled 
holes in the road that had been made by IEDs.  All we really 
are is a glorified road work crew with a lot of security.  There 
were a lot of kids that came to talk to us.  One of the little 
girls had been shot a while ago and had stitches put in.  She 
needed her dressing changed, so I did that for her while we 
were working in front of her house.  It was odd, because when 
they first called me over, [her family] sent her away because 
they didn’t know that I was a female.  All they had seen before 
in the way of medics were males, but when they realized I was 
a girl, I was able to help her.  Other than that, my day was 
quiet. 
 

An e-mail from Emilie in mid-October informed us that she 
has moved from Balad to Baghdad, 
where she will now have limited access 
to the internet.  Please keep Emilie, and 
all soldiers and those who live in war 
torn lands in your prayers. 
Emilie loves snail mail.  If you would 
like to send her something, her address 
is:   Emilie Goodling 
 224 ENG Co 1203 ENG BN 
 APO, AE 09391 

Updates from the Development 
Committee 

On behalf of the Development Committee at 

Westminster House, I would like to extend 

our appreciation to all those who responded 

to our May and June financial campaign. To 

date, we have raised approximately $28,000 

in gifts from individuals who support our 

ministry. This includes several first-time     

donors, and several more of you who have 

increased your annual commitment to West-

M. Thank you. Thank you. Thank you. That 

is wonderful progress; however, we still have 

$17,000 to go to meet our goal of $45,000 

for the 2007 budget. 

 

As a West-M board member and chair of the 

development committee, I've had the oppor-

tunity to attend the Wednesday night student 

supper and other campus ministry events, to 

meet students, and to watch our campus 

ministers function in various settings through-

out the university. I am proud to  support 

this ministry, and enthusiastic about its possi-

bilities for the future as we begin the Fall 

program. The work we do, the possibilities 

we open for the seeking young adults in the 

community, truly have the potential to be 

life changing. If you have not yet made your 

contribution, please take this opportunity to 

give to the United Campus Ministry at West-

minster House. Thank you for your help. 

 

Elizabeth Oettinger, Development Chair 

United Campus Ministry Board of Directors 



Food is a common theme at WestM.  This summer 
students grew some of their own food, contributed 
to the Corvallis community garden by building   
compost bins, and celebrated a Harvest Dinner   
together.  In September, students prepared for and 
served the hungry at the Tuesday Stone Soup 
meal.  As the cool days of autumn set in, students 
pressed fresh cider from the apples they picked in a 
nearby  orchard. 
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The Greening of WestM 
 

We have been graced with a new look at WestM as we 
have shifted the front lawn area to drought-tolerant 
landscaping.  Our initial goal was to save on the costs 
associated with lawn maintenance.  What we have 
gained is a place of color and beauty which attracts  
butterflies and bees of several varieties – as well as  
appreciative neighbors.  All of this is a gift through the 
good work of Bill Proebsting, OSU Professor of        
Horticulture and former UCM Board member who has 
propagated all the plants, designed the layout and set 
all the plants.  Thank you Bill! 


