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The gentle, life-giving rains of Spring are falling as I write this column on the afternoon of Easter 
Sunday.  It is a day, indeed a season, in which we celebrate resurrection, renewal and rebirth in life 
and spirit.  Around WestM we celebrate this sense of rebirth in a number of ways.  An important one 
is our active participation and leadership in a rebirth of recognition by the university of the im-
portance of student’s journeys toward wholeness (as well as academic degrees).  Historically many of 
our colleges and universities were established by religious bodies, which had a concern for preparing 
leaders not only for their own churches or worshipping communities but also for the larger communi-
ties in which they lived and served.  This even included OSU in its conception before it became the 
state’s land grant institution of higher learning.  My parents (OSU alums) remember Religious Em-
phasis Week through which they were introduced to some of the great spiritual leaders of that era.  
Times changed and, for years and even decades, matters of the spirit declined in recognition and em-
phasis in the life of the academy – through concerns for intellectual integrity, separation of church 
and state, protecting the civil (privacy) rights of students…. 
 
This rebirth of the life of the spirit at OSU parallels a phenomenon that is taking root and growing at 
colleges and universities around the nation and, as faculty and staff take note of this trend, we as  
campus ministers find (and help create) a variety of opportunities to partner with the university in our 
common mission of supporting students through a critical period in their growth and development.  
We do this through such programs as training in issues of religious diversity for resident hall staff or 
diversity awareness and prejudice reduction programs for students and faculty, through focused  
conversation circles which seek to deepen and broaden the communication and connections between 
members of the campus community, through credit classes in service learning or feminist theology, 
through leadership development for the Greek community or pastoral care as they struggle with stu-
dent deaths, through our service with planning teams for major program emphasis weeks on campus – 
the list goes on. 
 
One colleague on campus who is newly aware of this trend and its importance for students, the 
university, and even his own life remarked recently at the great fortune of the university in having us 
as campus ministers serving, in a sense, as a gift on the part of our supporting churches and individu-
als – a “free gift” to both encourage and support, to lead the university in this important work.  I am 
sure that he would say that he is thankful, as we are, for the generous support the many of you pro-
vide that we might be “gifts” to the university community in these ways.   Thank you!   
 
Shalom,  
Timothy    
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Weekly Events 

 

“This I Believe”  

Tuesdays, 12:00–1:00 pm, MU Board Room 

You’ve heard the stories on NPR, now hear what OSU 
students, staff and faculty consider to be the philoso-
phies and core values that guide their lives.  Each week 
one person will share what he/she believes.  This will 
be followed by an opportunity for reflection and 
conversation. 
 

Stone Soup 

Tuesdays, 3:30-7:30 p.m., 1st Christian Church 

Come prepare and serve a free community meal for 
those who need food assistance.  Call or e-mail WestM 
to schedule a time to volunteer. 
 

Conversations That Matter 

Tuesdays, 7:30–8:30 pm, WestM 

In this small reflection and discussion group guided by 
Parker Palmer’s book, Let Your Life Speak: Listening 
to the Voice of Vocation,  we’ll seek to create space 
for one another as we listen to our own souls and dis-
cern what God is calling us to be and do. 

 

University Learning Community 

Wednesdays, Noon—1:00 PM WestM 

Join us for conversation that challenges and nurtures 
the spirit as we share. Conversation will center around 
the book, The Art of Possibility by Rosamund Stone 
Zander and Benjamin Zander. 

Feel free to bring a your lunch. 

 

Student Gathering, 

Wednesdays, 5:30-7:30 PM WestM 

Join us for dinner (free) followed by our program time.  
This quarter we’re exploring our food system and our 
responsibility as Christians through the curriculum,  
“Just Eating?  Practicing Our Faith at the Table. ” 
 

From Jesus to Christ:  The First Christians 

Thursdays 4:00 PM WestM 

We will use this excellent PBS Frontline film se-
ries to explore this life of Jesus and the movement 
he started and how it transformed the Roman  
Empire within 300 years.  
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Spring Term Events 
 
RAP  (Random Acts of Play) with Leah 
Fridays, April 13, May 11 
This quarter we’ll enjoy God’s creation and each other as we hike and 
picnic together at Bald Hill Park in April. In May, we’ll  resume our 
friendly competition with the Catholic students at the Newman Center 
as we take to the mini golf course. 

 
Earth Day Worship 
April 15, 5:30 PM  
Celebrating the Creator and creation in worship on Earth Day  
allows us to reflect on God’s call to care for creation.  The focus of 
this year’s Earth Day is on rural communities and agricultural systems 
and how we can protect the earth through good farm policy and  
stewardship. 

 

Game Night 
Fridays, 5:30 PM , April 20, May 18, June 8 
Student Britta Anderson will host these evenings of fun and games.  
Many board games (and Twister!) will be provided, but you may bring 
your own as well. 

 
Reel to Real with Tim, WestM 
Fridays   8:00 PM, April 6 & 27, June 1 
Enjoy a popular video, snacks and reflective conversation with other 
students exploring the images of faith and spiritual truth expressed 
within the film. 
 

Holocaust Memorial Week, OSU Campus 
April 16-19 
For program calendar see the website: 
www.oregonstate.edu/dept/holocaust 

 
Beach Retreat 
May 4 & 5   
Join us in Newport as we build community, play, relax, rest, pray, and 
worship along the beautiful Oregon coast. 

 
Spring Clean-up Day 
May 10, 4:00-6:00 PM 
Bring your garden gloves and tools and join the party as we spruce up 
and clean up the landscape around this venerable old house.  Let us 
know you are coming and plan to stay for pizza as we finish. 

 
Donor Appreciation Dinner 
May 16, 5:30-7:00 PM 
Students and board members will say “thank you” to our  
donors by providing a delicious meal, personal stories and a video re-
cap of our year. 

 
Open House 
May 20, 2:00-4:00 PM  
As part of the city of Corvallis’ sesquicentennial celebration, the  
historical campus ministry buildings north of campus (along Monroe) 
will be open for visitor s to see the physical spaces and learn more 
about the histories of campus ministry at OSU. 
 

Finals Week Pancake Feed 
June 11 
All students are invited to enjoy free pancakes during the Monday of 
finals week!  We begin serving at 9:00 PM and finish at 12:00 
midnight. 

 



                           Spring Break Trip 2007—Food and Faith 
 

While many students spent their March 2007 spring breaks lounging on a sunny beach somewhere to the south 
of us or at home visiting families, a group of us from Westminster House embarked on a journey to Portland and Hood 
River to learn more about and contribute our unskilled labor to our food system.  
During the week we worked in community gardens and on farms with Bridgeport 
United Church of Christ, Portland Community Garden at the Patton Home, 
Zenger Farm, and the Janus Youth Program Food Works Farm on Sauvie Island.  

We sorted products in the warehouse at 
Birch Community Services, a gleaning 
ministry that provides food for the 
working poor.  We visited with Hugh 
Gray, the owner of Big City Grocery, a 
market in inner city Portland that pro-
vides vegetables fresh from the farm to 
residents who would otherwise have 
difficulty getting nourishing and quali-
ty food.  In Hood River, we met individuals building relationships of trust, 
working for the good of the common, and together creating innovative solu-
tions to environmental and communal problems.  We also heard first hand 
from Farmer Tim both his passion for farming and the many challenges he fac-
es everyday to maintain his livelihood. 
In addition to our work, we purchased, prepared and ate our own meals mind-

fully.  Each meal had certain parameters – prepare dinner with food that comes in an emergency food box, purchase food 
for dinner on a restricted budget, shop only in grocery stores within walking distance, or serve only locally grown or 
raised products.  In these lived experiences of culinary adventures we learned more about that we take what we eat and 
how we eat for granted.  We became more aware that as Christians we are called to be good stewards of all God’s crea-
tion and that eating is an act of stewardship.   

   Lessons Learned: Awareness and Hope 

     By Matt Dawson 
 

 There are two lessons I want to retain from our spring break trip to Portland.  One, I ought to be more aware of 
the food I eat, the manner in which it grows, the people who cared for it, and how it came to be on my table.  These were 
notions I did not pay much attention to before.  But now, when I pick up my weekly groceries, it is unavoidable.  When I 
take a bite from my apple in March and it does not taste all that great, I know now that apple has probably been in cold 
storage since around September, when a farmer in Washington was paid a few cents on the pound for their harvest.  I can 
enjoy my food more if I buy in season and pay the grower a fairer price for their 
toil.  And when I peel the sticker off my banana, which says Costa Rica, I cannot 
help but know that it was probably grown via monoculture on a corporate plantation 
and transported the thousands of miles to Corvallis by ship and truck.  Again, I can 
enjoy my food more if I buy items from within our region and advocate for fairer 
trade policies at home and abroad.  Being a poor college student, I cannot make the 
transition to locally-produced food overnight, but I can work towards that goal by 
maintaining my awareness and practicing advocacy. 
 The other lesson I want to keep from this trip is hope.  When faced with 
where my food comes from, the harm it can cause the environment, and how de-
tached I am from the growers and the process, I can pretty easily be overwhelmed.  
But over the break, I met a lot of dedicated folks showing us an alternative and 
helping people to get back in touch with the Earth.  Inner-city teens, our next gener-
ation, are learning the mystery of how food grows.  Churches are operating commu-
nal gardens and warehouses for the working poor to glean from.  Small businesses 
are bringing healthy food into poor neighborhoods where supermarkets refuse to go.  Suburbanites are paying farmers a 
fair wage for their produce and both are advocating for more humane trade.  Local governments are learning to divert 
water for irrigation without killing fish and drying up rivers.  The people working in these myriad causes are not always 
aware of each other, but they are all improving the food system.  That is the beauty of a grass-roots movement; it may 
seem a bit scattered, but it is approached with humanity and care and it gives me hope. 

 

Matt Dawson is a first year graduate student from Baltimore, Maryland who is studying Structural Engineering. 
 

 
 
 



Thanks to these persons and groups who have supported our ministry in 2006 

Individuals 

Hokie & Jean Adams 
Norm & Margaret Anderson 
Roy & Jane Arnold 
John & Beverly Arthur  
Warren & Rona Baker  
Nancy Baumeister 
Mike Beilstein 
Marilyn Belcher 
Dave & Cammie Bella 
Darrel & Jean Bibler 
Ned Bibler 
John & Alice Block 
Martha Booster 
Jim Boyle 
Ray & Greta Brooks 
George & Joan Brown 
John  & Kathleen Buchner  
Tim & Elizabeth Budd 
Robert Bulkley 
Joan Caldwell 
Janet Campbell 
Jim & Christine Cantey  
Mary Jo Capps 
Elizabeth Carlson 
Emery Castle 
Elisa Chandler 
Greg & Rosemary Christianson 
Richard & Rosalie Clinton 
Ronald Coffey 
Kathy Conner 
Dick Converse 
Curt and Joan Cook 
Gary Cooper 
Virginia Corcoran 
Anne Cotton 
Gene & Norma Craven 
Peg Davis 
Noble Deckard 
Carroll & Gerry DeKock 
John &  Nancy Dennis 
Paul Dickey 
Mary Alice Dickinson 
Stephen Dietrich 
Allan & Pamella Doerksen 
Linda Driskill 
Barney & Rosanna Duberow 
Tawyna Durand 
Marv and Beverly Durham 
Joe & Lisa Ebersole 
Dale Edwards 
John Edwards & Karen Patrick 
Lynn & Roberta Egli 
Gary Enschede 
John & Ellie Erkkila 
Jay & Holly Farr 
John & Dorothy Fenner 
W.R. & Sara Fielder 
 

 

 

 

Jacob and Andrea Fifhause 
Bill & Ellen Ford 
Jeanne Fukuji 
Earl Garthwait 
Richard and Debbie Garvin 
Sara Gisk 
Bill & Leslie Glassmire 
Don Hall 
Jim Hall 
LeBron Hardie 
L.G. Harter 
Charles Haskell 
Alieta Hass Holcombe 
Ed & June Hemmingson 
Ken Hilton 
Warren Hovland 
Elizabeth Howe 
Luree Hughes 
John & Marilyn Hull 
Mike & Carol Huntington 
Lyle & Sharon Hutchens 
Peter Hutton 
Glenn & Judy Jaquith 
Robert & Priscilla Johnson 
Bruce Keim 
Bob & Shirley Kingsbury 
Betty Knacketdt 
Karen Knutson 
Steven Kunke 
Betty Lawrence 
Muriel Lawrence 
David & Mary Legg 
Craig & Nancy Leman 
John Lloyd 
Richard Lumsden 
Philip Magnusson 
James & Marcia Males 
Gary & Betty Massoni 
Tom & Patty McClintock 
Betty McCrackin 
Leah McCullough 
Eldon McEldowney 
Barbara McKernan 
Craig NcMicken 
Lori Meihoff 
Kathy Merriam 
Judy Michael 
Karen Miller 
Linda Miller 
Betty Miner 
Robert Miner 
Toshimi Minouri & Lisa Iseko 
Ron & Nancy Mohler 
John & Gretchen Morris 
Rich & Midge Mueller 
Joe & Barbara Myers 
Pete & Susie Nelson 
 

Roger & Elizabeth Nielsen 
Elizabeth Oettinger 
Art Olson 
Clarence Omoto 
Spence & Shirley Peterson 
Sara Power 
Dorothy Price 
Bill & Lena Proebsting 
Fred & Helen Quale 
Carolyn Raab 
Stan & Sally Raskauskas 
Maggie Rea 
Charles Reynolds 
Thomas Riggs 
Eunice Robb 
Kay Robinson 
Margaret Robinson 
Leon & Marilyn Roland 
Fred Roniger 
Greg & Kristin Rorrer 
Rob Sahr 
Bert Scott 
David Scranage 
Mary Seeman 
Frank Shaw 
Del & Ruth Shirley 
Barbara Short 
Jim & LoErna Simpson 
Tammy Skubinna 
Bill & Ann Smart 
Josh & Anna Smith 
Patricia Smythe 
Tom & Amy Spies 
Bob & Monine Stebbins 
John & Gen Storz 
Larry Stover & Karen MacEwan 
Tim &Julie Stover 
Wayne & Ramona Stover 
Ellen Strom 
Gary Tiedeman 
Cliff & JoAnn Trow 
Sharon Tuck 
Tony & Louise Van Vliet 
Fred Vescelus 
John & Julie Wager 
Dick & Doris Waring 
Roger Weaver 
Len & Barbara Weber 
John & Thelma Weidman 
Charles & Ruth Wendt 
Susan &Lloyd Westcott 
Ray & Nancy William 
Howard & Virginia Wilson 
Tom & Mariol Wogaman 
Aaron & Ariella Wolf 
Joe & Lois Marie Zaerr 
Caroline Zaworski 
Don & Priscilla Zobel 
 
 
 



Churches and Organizations 

Albany United Presbyterian Church 
Barnum Lodge No. 7 
Beit Am 
Central Pacific Conference, United Church of Christ 
Christian Women’s Fellowship -   
   Pendleton 1st Christian Church 
First Christian Church -Corvallis 
First Congregational United Church of Christ, Corvallis 
First Presbyterian Church -Corvallis 
First Presbyterian Church -Newport 
First United Methodist Church -Corvallis 
OSU Hillel  
NAACP - Corvallis 
Presbytery of the Cascades 
Presbyterian Women -Corvallis 
United Methodist Church Oregon-Idaho Conference 
Verne Catt McDowell Corporation 

In Kind Donations 
Britta Anderson 
Bill Ford 
LeBron Hardie  
Ed Hemmingson 
Brian Lee 
Elizabeth Oettinger 
Larry Passmore 
Bill & Lena Proebsting 
Kristin & Julie Rorrer 
Stover, Evey and Jackson, Inc. 
John Shea 
LoErna Simpson 
Janet Spence 
Dawn Vermeulen 
Ken Williams 

UCM Board Members 
United Church of Christ 
  Gary Enschede 
  Liz Oettinger 
  Kristin Rorrer 
Presbyterian Church 
  John Block 
  LeBron Hardie 
  Patricia Lacy 
  Karen Patrick 
United Methodist 
  Bill Ford 
  Courtney McHill 
  Judy Michael 
  LoErna Simpson 
  Dawn Vermeulen 
Christian Church (Disciples) 
  Paul Boling 
  Pamella Doerksen 
At Large 
 Brian Lee 
 John Shea—Treasurer   

NEW Giving Opportunity 
 

From the Development Committee 
 

At Westminster House, we appreciate our donors, and want to do everything in our power to 
make giving to the ministry convenient and rewarding!  To that end, the United Campus Ministry 
Development Committee is trying something new—electronic giving.  You will now be able to 
support WestM on a monthly or quarterly basis through direct debit from a checking or savings 
account or a charge to your credit card.  In this electronic age, many people prefer the conven-
ience of periodic automatic withdrawals.  It also provides a benefit to us in allowing for more reg-
ular cash flow.    Instructions to initiate the electronic giving process are included on the en-
closed donation envelope, or you can call the United     Campus Ministry office for an authoriza-
tion form. 
 

Especially in these days of tight denominational budgets, for us to maintain our ministry at its 
present level, we will be depending more and more on gifts from individuals.  We hope that this 
new giving option will be of benefit to you.  Thank you so much for your on-going support of Unit-
ed Campus Ministry. 



Bombardiers, Busses and Boats…Oh MY! 
By Britta Anderson 

 

December is a month full of diversity among college students.  With a month off from school, many go on trips 
or spend time with friends or with family. December 2006 was no exception.  Four Beavers and four Ducks united to 
become The Platypi. (Yes, it is possible to co-exist for a week in the middle of the wilderness with your arch nemesis). 

We also had our mascots, Gumby (who rode with the Beavers) and 
Pokey (who rode with the Ducks).  After 10 long hours in a car, we 
arrived at a bed and breakfast and early in the morning we took the 
ferry (another 2 hour journey) to the base of the hill and then another 
45 minute bus ride up a very curvy and slow going mountain.  As we 
went up, we encountered snow, more snow, and yup, you guessed it 
more snow!  Full of excitement, joy, and anxiety, we had finally 
reached Holden Village, the place we would live for the next six days. 
 With a healthy snow pack when we arrived, we were all think-
ing of the possibilities of snowshoeing in this winter wonderland.  We 
were greeted by food and fellowship and an evening  
service.  Day one was complete. We were served wonderful meals all 
week long, and there was always enough, even during the Hunger 
Awareness Meal: a simple meal, usually grain based.  We were served 
everything from oatmeal and 

French toast to tofu to fruits and vegetables.  What a joy it was to sit around the table 
conversing with others over such tasty food. 
 The focus of our trip was community service and giving back to the commu-
nity of Holden Village.  Our task: to insulate, sheer wall, and sheetrock as much of 
the Koinonia Center as possible.  Three members of the group, Yon Jin, Cassie and 
me, worked upstairs in the office space sheet rocking, Emilie helped with sheer wall 
and sheetrock, while Jennifer, Kirsten and Vicki were putting in insulation in the new 
library.  Leah was our token photographer.  I am not sure if she worked more or pho-
tographed more, but thanks to her, we have many wonderful—and some cheesy—

photos. 
One memory of the week follows a Holden 
phrase, “The women do the heavy lifting and the men wash the dishes.”  Matt, one 
of our supervisors, let the ladies of the group move, measure, cut, and lift all the dry 
wall while he simply used the electric screw gun to secure each sheet to the wall. He 
was even caught napping on the job one morning! In the five days of work we 
sheetrocked most of the office space and insulated the library. With all this work, 
how did we have time to play some may ask.  Well, the answer to that is simple: we 
only worked until 3pm.  Then we were free to go snowshoeing or to visit the craft 
room and do some weaving 
 For me, this was a wonderful experience because it was a chance for me to be with 
a group of people who wanted to do good things for the environment and live in a 

community.  Every person in the village had their task from Fire Fighter, to Garbologist, (the person who sorted burna-
bles from recyclables from compostables—the dental floss and tea bags were separated into their respective piles) to 
Kitchen, to Head Maverick.  The Maverick’s job was everything that needed to be done that wasn’t already being done. 
During winter, the main job is shoveling snow.  We all had our chance to shovel snow while there since we received a 
whopping 60+ inches of snow in the six days we were there! 

This village is a place without cell phone service, internet access or motor 
vehicle travel.  We were able to relax in the wilderness and meet new people and 
discover who we are and who we can be. I had the chance to re-learn how to weave, 
a skill my grandmother taught me long ago, learn how to install drywall and insula-
tion, and also what a Bombardier is – a really cool looking snow vehicle with cater-
pillar tracks at the rear, steered by skis at the front.  I also had the opportunity to 
live for a week without contact with my family, friends or anyone in the “outside” 
world (the outside world being anyone outside of Holden Village).              

         

Britta is a graduating senior, majoring in Chemistry.  She enjoys music, 
cooking, and all sorts of arts and crafts. 



Cleaning up winter 

storm debris at 

Camp Magruder’s 

“Hammer Camp” 

 

An old (friendly) rivalry  is renewed— 

Bowling with the Catholics 

Score: WestM—1, Newman Center– 0 
 

Some students play games while others 

study at the quarterly Pancake Feed 
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Meet Our Students 

You were introduced to student Emilie Goodling 
in our last newsletter.  Just last month, Emilie, a 
member of the 224 ENG of the Oregon Army Na-
tional Guard based in Albany, learned that she will 
be deployed to Iraq for a one-year term of duty.  
Prior to deploying in May, she will receive addi-
tional training in Texas and Wisconsin for her job 
as a medic.  
 
We will certainly miss Emilie, her smile and gen-
erosity, her willingness to always lend a hand, and 

her commitment to 
the life and minis-
try of WestM.  We 
ask that you please 
keep Emilie and 
her family, as well 
as all our troops, 
in your prayers 
during this time.  
 

Melissa McKenney says, “Westminster House has been an im-
portant part of helping me ease into life on campus. It gave me 
somewhere to anchor to in my first term of college, and provided 
me a place to worship, commune with other students, cook, paint, 
study and take the occasional nap. Whenever I had need for a 
warm place to take refuge 
after classes, the door 
was open to me. The two 
Co-Ministers took time to 
talk to me if I walked in, 
and I always felt wel-
come. Through Westmin-
ster, I got the chance to 
go to a conference for 
those considering semi-
nary, participate in Habi-
tat for Humanity as well 
as be part of a church 
service--all of which gave more substance and meaning to my 
time in college. Having all that be possible has made a huge dif-
ference to me.” 
 

Melissa, a first year student from Beaverton is majoring in BioResource 
Research.  Melissa, who always wears green, is an amazing artist and 
cook, plays the viola, and loves to collect bugs! 


