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This summer I’ve spent some intentional time pondering WestM’s identity.  Who or what is WestM?  What is 
our ministry on the OSU campus to be?  I brainstormed responses to the questions, “I celebrate that WestM is . . .” and “I 
pray that WestM will be . . .”  In conversations with my colleagues, Tim Stover and Pat Gurski, who have been here far 
longer than me, I have asked questions, listened to their stories and learned more about who and what WestM has been 
and is to them.  I’ve read the Board’s mission statement and past newsletters, talked to a few alumni, and met with current 
students.   
              A few weeks ago we had a “visioning” meeting with current students.  We learned that they celebrate that 
WestM is welcoming, openminded, inclusive, ________________; and they pray that WestM will be 
_________________________________________.  After that meeting,  Tim and I acknowledged that several of these 
students are new to WestM, having only become active here in the most recent spring quarter.  They do not know the his-
tory - the stories - of WestM, and they struggle to articulate who and what they want WestM to be now. Though they may 
not want to replicate the past, they do respect WestM’s history as an important dimension to consider as we reflect to-
gether on our present identity.  

Returning from a recent WestM backpacking trip, the conversation turned again to WestM’s identity.  A student 
thoughtfully asked, “What has WestM been in the past?  Do we want to be that or are we trying to change?  Is that why 
we are asking these questions?  How are we (and have we been) different from the other campus ministries at OSU?”  I 
did my best to answer her questions.  The student shared her difficulty in trying to describe to her friends what WestM is.  
When I posed the question back to her, “What is WestM to you?”  she paused, thought for a moment and after an initial “I 
don’t know,” said “A place to hang out.”   

One might expect (or at least hope for) something profound, like “a place to deepen my relationship with God 
through worship or Bible study,” or “a place to engage in social justice on behalf of the world’s oppressed.”  I, however, 
am grateful for her honest response, and for the way that she experiences WestM.  She has found a community in which 
she feels safe, where she can be herself, where she is welcomed, where she can ask questions about life and faith, where 
she can laugh and play, where she can reflect, where she can contribute her gifts, where she can do art, and where she can 
serve.  You see, I’ve seen her experiencing and doing all of these things.  Not bad for “a place to hang out!” 
              Henri Nouwen says, “Hospitality means primarily the creation of a free space where the stranger can enter and 
become a friend instead of an enemy.  Hospitality is not to change people, but to offer them space where change can take 
place… where strangers can enter and discover themselves as created free; free to sing their own songs; speak their own 
languages; dance their own dances; free also to leave and follow their own vocations.”  Henri exemplified hospitality 
much in the same way we seek to embody it at WestM, “by discussing, chatting, partying, celebrating, and most of all 
just being around.  These [interactions] were all sacred to him, because people were sacred to him.”   

The WestM students with whom we interact, play, worship, sing, laugh, cry, serve, dialogue, retreat, hike, drink 
coffee, question, explore, eat, and study are sacred beings, radically loved and accepted by God.  When we are in relation-
ship with them (and one another), we are standing on holy ground. 
    I started this article with the question of identity.  Reflecting more deeply on these recent interactions with students, I 
have discovered again what I have always known about campus ministry – it is about relationships – holy and sacred rela-
tionships!                                                                                                  -Leah McCullough 
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Weekly Events 
Stone Soup 
Tuesdays, 3:00-7:30 p.m. 
Come prepare and serve a free community meal for 
those who need food assistance.  Call 
or e-mail West-M to schedule a time to volunteer. 
 
Women’s Spirituality Group 
Tuesdays, 7:00–8:30 pm, WestM 
This small women’s group gathers weekly to nurture, 
support and encourage one another, reflect on our life 
journeys, and notice the ways that God is working in 
our lives and in the world.  Our conversation is guided 
by Joyce Rupp’s book, The Cup of Our Lives. 
 
University Learning Community 
Wednesdays, Noon—1:00 PM 
Join us for conversation that challenges and nurtures 
the spirit as we share Feel free to bring a brown bag. 
 
Student Gathering 
Wednesdays, 5:30-7:30 PM 
Join us for a home-cooked meal followed by an interac-
tive exploration of God, the world and ourselves.  In the 
process, we’ll sing, pray, play, make art, share stories, 
and study Scripture together.  ALL are welcome! 
 
“This I Believe”  
Thursdays (begins Oct. 5), 12:00–1:00 pm, 
West Dining Hall 
You’ve heard the stories on NPR, now hear what OSU 
students, staff and faculty consider to be the philoso-
phies and core values that guide their lives.  Each week 
one person will share what he/she believes.  This will 
be followed by an opportunity for reflection and conver-
sation.  You are responsible for providing your own 
lunch. 
 
TNT (Thursday Night Thing)  
Thursdays, 7:30 pm, WestM 
Join us as we build community through PLAY!  Each 
week we will gather for fun, games, recreation, art, 
movies, and just plain ‘ol hanging out with one another.  
This is a great, non-alcoholic, “remember what you did 
last night,” alternative to “Thirsty Thursdays.”  Watch 
This Week for specific details.  
 
Reel to Real 
Fridays   8:00 PM 
Oct. 6, Nov. 10, Dec. 1 
Enjoy a popular video, snacks and reflective conversa-
tion with other students exploring the images of faith 
and spiritual truth expressed within the film. 

 

Fall Term Events 
 

 
September 27  Welcome BBQ— 
 
September 29  Beaver Community Fair— 
 
October 13-14  Beach Retreat—  Join us in Newport as we 
make new friends, play, relax, rest, pray, and worship along 
the beautiful Oregon coast. 
 
 October 20-21 Transforming Faith:  A Transgender Witness 
Conference hosted at First United Methodist Church,  
Corvallis.  Prior to this conference WestM will host events 
with Malcolm Himschoot, one of the conference partici-
pants. 
            October 19 - Film: Call Me Malcolm  
            This film “is the story of the human spirit and God’s 
            spirit,and the liberating struggle to realize and                
            express with confidence the marvelous gift of one’s  
            truest self. The film is a journey of discovery.  
            Through his own story and through the stories of 
            those we meet along the way, Malcolm offers us a 
            glimpse into the real lives of real people who are 
            transgender. 
 

October 20 – Dinner and discussion with Malcolm               
                                  Himshoot 
 
October 31 - Halloween Party (and Community Service)   
We’ll trick-or-treat for canned goods to be donated to the 
South Corvallis Food Bank.  Then we’ll return to WestM for 
a Halloween party.  Wear your favorite costume. 
 
November 3-5 - Invocation 
 
November 18 – Habitat for Humanity 
 
December 3—Christmas Party  
                         Time and location TBA 
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United Campus Ministry at Westminster House is interested in learning more about our past – the people, 
the stories, what the ministry has been throughout the years.  We need your help!  If you are an alumni, we 
invite you to share your stories with us.  What do you remember most about your experiences at Westmin-
ster House?  In what ways was your life and faith journey impacted meaningfully by your involvement in 
Westminster House?  Send pictures too!  We’d like to share these stories (and pictures) with our current stu-
dents in order to gain a better understanding of our rich heritage.  Please send your stories by mail or elec-
tronically to the addresses below.  (We’ll compile all the submissions as a way to continue telling the story.  
We may publish some selections in the next newsletter.) 

 United Campus Ministry, 101 NW 23rd St, Corvallis, OR  97330    westminsterhouse@comcast.net 
 

 

Of all the time that I have spent at the WestM House, I find that I enjoy just hanging out and 
talking to the others that are there.  Each person who participates in activities at WestM is unique.  
And we all enjoy that about each other.  Some people make everyone laugh, others are serious, 
some are always asking questions and making you think, and others are just plain fun to be 
around.  WestM provides a place for all of us to just be ourselves.  Granted we would like to say 
that we are ourselves everyday, but we all know that what we choose to do and how we choose 
to act is based upon whom we are around.  At WestM, you don’t have to do that.  We are all 
who God made us when we are all under the same roof. 



United Campus Ministry                                                                            Non-Profit Org. 
101 NW 23rd St                                                                                        U.S. Postage 
Corvallis, OR  97330                                                                              PAID 
                                                                                                                Corvallis, OR 
                                                                                                             Permit No. 25             
                                                                                                                                                        

                     Fall Term 2006                      
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
             

      
 
 
 


