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Things Noticed in the MU Quad 
 
Maybe it was the bright sunlight of a September 
afternoon that allowed our WestM students to no-
tice something (a dynamic of interaction) that they 
hadn’t noticed in their previous experience.  We 
were “tabling” (staffing a display table sharing in-
formation about our ministry) as part of the annual 
Beaver Community Fair in the MU Quad during the 
first week of classes.  This is one of the ways we 
reach out to students – particularly the new, enter-
ing students.  As a part of our table, we include a 
focus on our continuing leadership and ministry 
with Stone Soup Kitchen – an all-volunteer effort 
that provides a free meal to the hungry of Corvallis 
seven days a week throughout the year.  I (Tim) 
recruit and supervise students who help prepare 
and serve the evening meals on the 2nd and 4th 
Tuesdays of each month during the school year. 
 
What our students noticed was that, several times, students would be attracted by the Stone Soup 
element of our display and engaged in a conversation around their interest in serving in this way – 
or even to reflect on their own previous experiences serving in soup kitchens.  Then, somewhat sud-
denly, they would become aware of our faith and ministry connection and, just as suddenly, end the 
conversation and walk away. Our students were veterans in tabling at these events and they were 
quite surprised by such disengagement both in style and volume. 
 
At their WestM Student Council meeting later that same day, they reflected on this experience and 
what it means in relation to our outreach to and inclusion of students who have either no faith/
religious/spiritual background or who have one but have rejected it and have built up some defenses 
against any expression of it in their own lives.  This is not new to us or for us since we serve in what 
might be known as the “buckle of the ‘none’ belt” – the Pacific Northwest where we are ahead of the 
rest of the nation in terms of the growing percentage of our population who claim “none” with re-
gard to religious affiliation or identity.  And we are glad to have our WestM fellowship enriched by 
the regular participation of students who self-describe as “curious atheists” or “congenial agnostics” 
and who find through us a safe place to explore ideas, values, and commitments in their own lives.  
Our experiences in the MU Quad help us to understand our intention for such safety and hospitality 
faces challenges and opportunities on new or even different scales of measure.  We give thanks for 
the generosity of your continuing support that gives such hospitality feet, hands, and even wings.  
 
Shalom,     
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Hunger on Campus 
 

“I am famished!  This is my first meal of 
the day.”  These words of exclamation 
are a normal thing to hear at our WestM 
Student Gathering meals on Wednesday 
night.  Usually it means that the stu-
dent’s schedule between work and clas-
ses that day had precluded a real meal 
but had relied upon some grab-and-go 
light snacks between events.  When I 
heard it from one of our active students 
just last week, however, I followed up 
on a conversation with him only to learn 
that, though he was on a dining hall 
meal plan, he was skipping meals to 
avoid loading up his student debt. 
 
While we might think of university cam-
puses and higher education as places of 
relative privilege that somehow preclude 
the presence of hunger, food insecurity, 
and/or homelessness, the reality is that 
these are becoming significant concerns 
for an increasing number of our stu-
dents.  It is common for us to serve 
OSU students through our Stone Soup 
Kitchen ministry and it can be a real eye 
opener for one of our student volunteers 
to find themselves serving classmates as 
they come through the line.  OSU is a 
leader in responding to this need 
through the presence of an on-campus 
food pantry, a meal-bucks program that 
provides direct subsidy for those in need 
to afford meals on campus, as well as 

being one of the first two universities in the nation to have on-campus food stores accepting food 
stamps. It has been long accepted that one of our most important functions or practices in campus 
ministry is to literally feed students as a part of our nurturing of them.  The need for us to do so 
only becomes clearer and more significant with these developments. Your generosity provides us 
the means to achieve this critical support – support we proudly offer with no strings attached.   

Giving to WestM 
 

We are grateful for your support.   
Please make checks payable to  

 
United Campus Ministry 

 
Credit or debit card donations can be processed by using 

the enclosed envelope or calling our office (541-753-2242).  
We can also assist in setting up recurring donations.   

All contributions are tax deductible  
to the extent permitted by law. 

 
Westminster House Staff 

Tim Stover, Campus Minister tim.stover@gmail.com 
Rae Sidlauskas, Office Manager osuwestm@gmail.com 

 
Sustaining Campus Ministry  

Through Estate Planning 
 
In this past week, we have received the first 
distribution from the estate of one of our for-
mer volunteers and long-time friend of our 
United Campus Ministry.  This gift is a sign of 
the opportunities to provide continuing support 
for this ministry through your own estate plan-
ning.  We are glad to work with you on the de-
tails for such planning.  We are also able to re-
ceive direct contributions from mandatory IRA 
distributions as well as gifts of appreciated 
stocks.  All of these are significant sources of 
sustaining support – both in the present and 
into the future. 



WestM Open House / Caring for This Old House 
 
The rainstorms of this autumn season are helping to 
settle the dust from what has been a transformative 
summer at WestM.  As promised, we have complet-
ed the project of replacing all of the windows in the 
original 1928 portion of the building through the 
good and generous work of Bashful Bob’s Windows 
and Doors and G. Christianson Construction of Cor-
vallis.  As the weather allows, we are putting the fin-
ishing touches on the replacement of the entire roof 
– including the removal of two chimneys and the ad-
dition of insulation in the roof of the McLean Room – 
through the work of Evergreen Roofing.  All of the 
old windows found new homes through various arts-
and-craft projects or garden greenhouses.  And we 
already know how the new windows helped make 
the building more comfortable during the heat of 
summer and, we trust, will do the same for our win-
ter cold.  All of this helps prepare this nearly 90-year
-old ministry center for another century of service to 
OSU and our larger Corvallis community. 
 
Help us celebrate all of this good work at an 
Open House Sunday, November 20, 3-5 PM.  
Light snacks will be served.  Please RSVP 
(541.753.2242 or osuwestm@gmail.com) so we are 
sure to be ready for you!  Remember that parking is 
also available in the OSU parking lots across Monroe 
Street from WestM. 
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Reflections on a Friday 

 
 
 

Fridays are often one of the quietest days 
on campus but, sometimes, one of our bus-
iest days at WestM.  This past Friday 
served as a good example of that.  It in-
cluded our regular, free HIV/AIDS Testing 
Clinic that operates in our Student Lounge 
each Friday between 10 AM – 2 PM 
(through partnership with the Benton 
County Health Department).  At the same 
time, Jewish students were busy in the 
kitchen preparing for their first Friday night 
Shabbat (Sabbath) Dinner of the new 
school year – one that was particularly im-
portant in that it anticipated their big Rosh 
Hashanah celebration.  While the Jewish 
students were gathering in, the regular Ko-
rean Presbyterian student group was also 
gathering in our Student Lounge space.  It 
was a privilege to welcome these students 
into this place and to help get them di-
rected to the right space.  I channel my 
father’s spirit when I say that it is a great 
privilege to share (steward) this house in 
ways that are inclusive and support/serve 
our larger, diverse campus community. 


